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Hillhurst United Church responds to 
COVID 19: Our Community Goes Virtual 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
 
CALGARY, March 12, 2020 – Beginning this Sunday (March 15, 2020), in-person worship services at Hillhurst 
United Church will be cancelled until further notice. Hillhurst will continue to connect as a community 
exclusively through LIVE online worship at 10:45 am on Sundays. 
 
“At Hillhurst, we seek to live by our core values. Risk is one of those values. We will not take unnecessary risks 
when it comes to the health and welfare of our community.” says John Pentland, Lead Minister at Hillhurst 
United Church. Everyone is welcome to comment during the live service and stay connected. The service will 
be recorded and available online later at HillhurstUnited.com. 
 
Effective immediately, all in-person small group ministry gatherings and activities are also cancelled. There will 
be alternative opportunities for engagement, connection and community provided in the interim via online 
technologies. Hillhurst will use Zoom and Facebook Live to connect daily with its congregation. 
 
“The welfare of our community members is at the heart of our concern,” Anne Yates-Laberge, Director of 
Operations says. “We are choosing to be proactive in our response to mitigate risks as we face this global 
pandemic.” Hillhurst is committed to exploring creative ways, using technology, in order to continue to pray 
together, find connection, and care for each other. 
 
Hillhurst invites anyone and everyone to keep connected as we face this difficult time. May we be reminded 
that we are not alone in the days ahead. Read the full Hillhurst COVID 19 (coronavirus) response plan at 
HillhurstUnited.com/covid-19. 
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About Hillhurst United Church 
 
Since 1907, Hillhurst United Church in the heart of Calgary’s Kensington district has been open to the 
community as a seven-day-a-week church. The church offers an LGBTQ2IA+ Affirming Ministry and worship 
services under the banner: “Whoever you are, wherever you’re at, join us on the journey.” Hillhurst United 
Church strives to live the core values of radical hospitality, spirituality and social justice, all grounded in risk-
taking. Learn more at hillhurstunited.com.  
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