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This year we decided to print 
our Annual Report in black and white to support  

our efforts to be more cost effective.

We hope you enjoy the doodles. Feel free to grab  
your favourite crayons and add some colour to the pages!

Big thanks to the Hillhurst Congregation for expressing such 
beautiful thoughts about what ‘Home’ means to them.

You will see some of their quotes shared 
throughout this report.
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John Pentland

If I had to use one word to describe this past 
year it would be: change.

I have been among you since 2004 and each 
year has been different, yet this one brought 
some of the biggest change.

Beginning with our staff, we welcomed Danielle 
Ayana James and her husband Lloyd on July 
1, 2015. Danielle has been among us as a 
strong and vibrant personality at Hillhurst. This 
addition has been a great source of strength 
and passion. 

As any of you who have ever moved or changed 
geographical location or employment know, this 
isn’t easy. It takes time get to know each other 
and for the different parties to gel and move 
together. It can be an awkward dance at times. 

I celebrate her leadership on Sunday and 
throughout the week and look forward to a 
deep and lasting relationship. 

We also said goodbye to Marsha Mah Poy after 
her seven years with us. Marsha has seen us 
grow and transition from a small community 
to a large and growing community. Her 
leadership in hospitality was excellent. Marsha 
made people feel welcomed, connected, and 
helped them find places to serve at Hillhurst. 
Her passion for excellence and for deeper 
community was highlighted in the launch of 
our SPARK ministry. We look forward to that 
deepening in the Fall and in 2017. The SPARK 
Circles help people move from simply fitting 
in, to belonging. All of us wish her well and are 
deeply grateful for her friendship and genuine 
hospitality. 

We also said goodbye to Bryce Paton this year. 
Bryce acted as our first Executive Director and 
did an exceptional job keeping us on track. 
His skills at organizing, initiating, and ensuring 
Hillhurst ran smoothly was a great gift. He was 
the right person at the right time! We are glad 
he remains active around the church and are 
grateful for his wise and thoughtful advice. 

We welcomed Joanne Kellough, our Office 
Administrator, and Helena Lamb, our Rituals 
Coordinator. We are grateful for Clint Marble’s 
contributions as our interim Facility Manager. 
These day-to-day functions require helpful and 
committed people. We have been blessed!

We also welcomed our Spiritual Director, 
Susan Cooper. Susan leads Daybreak, our 
Contemplative Ministry, on Wednesday 
mornings, and provides one-on-one spiritual 
direction for individuals. This ministry is new 
to us and yet has been part of our history, 
recognizing the value of the contemplative 
practice. We are excited about how this will 
unfold and thank the United Church of Canada 
for financial support for this pilot project in our 
congregation.

This ministry complements the thriving and 
well-established Spirit Yoga ministry that Beth 
Workman leads.

We also added a dedicated leader to our 
Hillhurst communications, Adrea Wirl. We have 
grown our engagement under her leadership 
and attention to social media and internal 
communication. Wow, what a great addition to 
an already amazing staff!
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And finally, our congregation decided to hire a 
Managing Director and we look forward to Lisa 
Falkowsky joining us at the end of August. This 
decision will help us deepen our stewardship 
initiatives and grow our capacity to give and 
provide many more excellent leadership 
opportunities in our community and beyond.

This year we created a Refugee Ministry Team 
and our church rallied and supported a Syrian 
family. The generosity of the community and 
congregation has meant a new life for those 
who were in need. This initiative has been a gift 
to us as we continue to see their joy, experience 
their love of life, and learn from them.

We continued two worship services through 
July this year and are currently planning a new 
evening service. 

Our KidSpace ministry is growing and we thank 
our KidSpace Minister, Sheena Trotter-Dennis, 
and her team for a fun and faithful program. 
You will see in this report the work of our 
Affirming Ministry led by Pam Rocker, which 
witnesses well beyond Hillhurst walls. We value 
the addition of Pace Anhorn with HACKED, our 
Youth Ministry.

Our Spiritual Nurture program, in partnership 
with the Vancouver School of Theology, held 
‘Theology for the First Time’ which was a huge 
success. Monday evening courses throughout 
the year helped us to learn and grow in our 
faith and perspective.

The 10th Anniversary of musicals at Hillhurst 
brought community and joy together as we 
laughed, cried, and sang through sold out 
performances of Joseph and the Amazing 
Technicolor Dreamcoat. I give thanks for the 
chance to croak out my four lines, and the 
terror it caused me while my humility and 

respect increased for those who worked so hard 
to provide the excellent show! I saw how much 
we need each person and their unique talents 
and gifts to bring the show alive.

We concluded the church year with a look 
at our ‘Planning 4 Possibilities’ project and 
held conversations that will move us toward 
a successful and thoughtful future. Our Board 
Chair, Terry Rock, has overseen this process and 
we are fortunate to have his skills in this area. 
There has been valuable sharing and thoughtful 
reflection as we move forward. The Board and 
volunteers who have embarked on this should be 
proud. I wonder where the Spirit is leading us?

On a more personal and congregational level, we 
celebrated the printing of my book Fishing Tips: 
How Curiosity Transformed a Community.  With 
the help of many readers and the support of 
Susan Cooper as editor, the book was launched. 
It has led to many workshops and talks on life 
and faith. I am pleased it was well received and 
continues to enrich the United Church of Canada 
and beyond. This has been a large part of my 
leadership in the church this past year. A major 
accomplishment indeed. 

Like I said at the beginning… CHANGE has been 
the theme for Hillhurst this year. We have been 
through a lot and through it all, our community 
has grown and spread its wings to embrace our 
values and live them more fully and faithfully.

I give thanks for your part in the life of this 
community and value and appreciate your 
unique gifts.

I look forward to yet another exciting year 
together.
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Coming Home
by Mary Oliver

     
When we are driving in the dark,
on the long road to Provincetown,
when we are weary,
when the buildings and the scrub pines lose their familiar look,
I imagine us rising from the speeding car.
I imagine us seeing everything from another place--
the top of one of the pale dunes, or the deep and nameless
fields of the sea.
And what we see is a world that cannot cherish us,
but which we cherish.
And what we see is our life moving like that
along the dark edges of everything,
headlights sweeping the blackness,
believing in a thousand fragile and unprovable things.
Looking out for sorrow,
slowing down for happiness,
making all the right turns
right down to the thumping barriers to the sea,
the swirling waves,
the narrow streets, the houses,
the past, the future,
the doorway that belongs
to you and me.
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Danielle Ayana James

It’s been an incredible first year with Hillhurst 
United Church. Wow! So much has happened 
for us together. There’s a wide range of 
exceptional programming, new initiatives, 
social justice response, compassionate aid, 
and meaningful exploration of spirituality and 
culture. As you will discover in these pages, the 
community of Hillhurst United is vibrant and 
engaged, impacting lives in constructive ways. 

For me, this year has been about creating a 
home with Hillhurst. The people are the heart 
of the story. Conversation and dessert at a 
member’s home, shared laughs in a playground, 
Trinidadian inspired dinners, brisk walks along 
the Bow and of course those blessed moments 
in every worship service, sharing in a real spirit 
of community, Word, Water and feasting at the 
Table.

I remember October when we began the 
journey of creating home for the Yassin 
family. From our church and from all over 
Calgary the ‘Walk in Solidarity’ gathered 100 
people at the Peace Bridge in an act of hope 
remembering millions of global refugees.  The 
Refugee Ministry Team and supporters have 
formed community with the Yassin family and 
a network of Calgary Syrians. Every opportunity 
to connect and make a difference has been 
enacted. They have all extended amazing 
heart and resources to welcome others to this 
Canadian home. 

A similar story can be told about the Right 
Relations Circle. Led by Spirit and facilitated 
by many, this group gathered around fire and 
water each month. We practiced openness and 
humility, striving to live into Treaty 7 covenant 
and reconciliation with Indigenous peoples - 
the original home makers of Turtle Island.

Even around the Board table I noticed how 
we were creating home. A safe place for an 
enterprising community of thinkers and doers. 
Different opinions, planning for possibilities, 
gifts and passion were all used out of love for 
Hillhurst. A big thank you to all Board members 
for the extraordinary year of big dreaming, 
discovering and designing for the future.

This year we claimed a new house in our 
Hillhurst home - the ‘Treehouse’. In the 
Heritage Room balcony the Thrive Ministry 
Young-er Adult Group met consistently 
every Thursday for fellowship, learning, and 
deepening spirituality. Up in the Treehouse 
there was real talk about life and heartache, 
Scripture and charades, Irish soda bread and 
marking with ashes. When we weren’t up 
there, we were ‘out there’ at Molly Malone’s, 
doing lunch ministry or enjoying a festive 
potluck. 

I have not been the only newbie this past year. 
In our staff there were many changes. We 
welcomed an additional six staff members and 
said goodbye to three. Our staff really make 
this place a home. It is a joy to work in this 
community, learning from everyone as talents 
and passion are so generously shared. 

These few words are only a snapshot of our 
life together. It takes this whole book to tell 
a fuller story. It has been a year of creating 
home where everything is brand new! I’m so 
thankful that even with all that is new, the 
gifts that really make a home - love, trust, joy, 
acceptance for who I am have been present 
throughout the year. Thank you Hillhurst 
United! …and we’re off... another great year 
awaits.
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Sheena Trotter-Dennis

Another great year at Hillhurst! Many thanks 
to the Board, the congregation and the staff 
for allowing me the flexibility to work part-
time with the KidSpace/HACKED program this 
year. I am exceedingly thankful for the amazing 
KidSpace/HACKED staff and the joy and 
expertise they bring to the program. I am also 
appreciative for the opportunity to serve on the 
worship planning team.

It was a great year of working with kids, youth 
and adults as we celebrated and experienced 
the joys and sorrow in our lives and the 
assurance that God is with us through it all. 
Amazing to experience this through Sunday 
morning KidSpace, HACKED time, Messy 
Church, Kids’ Night Out, HACKED youth 
programs, workshops and so much more. 
We have an amazing community of children, 
youth and parents. And, we have an amazing, 
supportive congregation!  

This year, I was able to attend, with Darlene 
Loney, an important conference in Atlanta, 
Georgia - focused on making our congregation 
(and KidSpace program) a more welcoming 
and accessible place for children/youth with all 
abilities/needs. I am especially appreciative of 
serving in a congregation where this focus is a 
priority. This summer we have spent time re-
imagining our KidSpace program so that we can 
continue to engage children/youth in creative 
and inclusive ways.  

Grateful to be in partnership with all of you! 
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With the theme of Home, it is fitting to share 
how your Board has been busy working this 
year to serve the members of the Hillhurst 
United Church Community. 

Like many members of our congregation, 
Hillhurst is Home to Board members too, 
and we have reflected on the values and 
connections we have in this community. We 
have explored and asked congregants to share 
their thoughts as we strive to meet our ever-
changing needs as a collective. We have seen 
a number of changes and spent an enormous 
amount of time understanding strengths and 
gaps in our organizational structure and vision 
moving forward. 

There have been a number of staff changes this 
year. We want to thank those who have served 
this community and moved on to other things 
in life and also welcome those who are new and 
settling into life and work at Hillhurst. 

The one significant addition we would like to 
acknowledge is Danielle Ayana James, who 
has joined our ministry team to broaden our 
growing need for minister capacity. Glad you 
are on the team Danielle.

As a Board we have celebrated successes and 
tackled challenges, whether about future 
planning, finances, programming, or social 
justice. We are always thankful to folks who 

put their heart and soul into the many events, 
programs and spirituality of this place. We are 
excited to share the addition of a Managing 
Director to our staff and an additional worship 
service in the Fall. Our home continues to grow 
and flourish. 

We want to express our appreciation to all who 
cross the doorway of this life-giving place and 
make a difference in our community and world. 
We are a large extended family and Hillhurst is 
our home. Thank you. 

In gratitude and service,
Hillhurst Board

Serving during July 2015 through June 2016:
Terry Rock, Chair
Steve Wigglesworth, Vice-Chair
Deanna Girard
Anne Kleffner
Kim Follis
Patricia Pardo
Diane Hutchison
Gail Niinimaa
Jane Allen
Peter McPherson

Ex-Officio
John Pentland, Lead Minister
Danielle Ayana James, Minister
Sheena Trotter-Dennis, Minister
Nancy Watts, Finance Advisor

The Board of Trustees is responsible for the 
church building and all major capital assets. 
The current members are:
Janet Russell
Tim Presber
Sherry Philpott

board report    
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staff selfies

Rev. Dr. John Pentland
Minister

Nancy Chegus
Music Director

Justin Macosky
Adult Choir Director

Helena Lamb
Rituals Coordinator

Nancy Watts
Finance Administrator

Rev. Dr. Danielle Ayana
James  Minister

Susan Cooper
Contemplative Ministry Lead

Bruce Petherick
Accompanist

Adrea Wirl
Communications Lead

Rev. Sheena Trotter-Dennis
Minister

Joanne Kellough
Office Administrator

Pam Rocker
Affirming & Creative Lead

Beth Workman
Spirit Yoga Lead 

ministry & administration  
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staff selfies
kidspace & hacked

Jen Currier
KidSpace

Shauna Thompson
KidSpace

Sadie Thompson
KidSpace

Heather Hadden
KidSpace

Carolyn Pujo
KidSpace

Bailey Mancuso
KidSpace

Bethenie Tillet-Weir
KidSpace

Pace Anhorn
HACKED

Illinca Poon
KidSpace

Megan Kontrimas
HACKED
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The congregation of a church can be generally 
described as a collection of the curious, the 
comfortable, and the committed. Getting 
engaged in your church can be shown in many 
ways. Attending worship services, serving 
through acts of hospitality, lending time and 
talent to a ministry team or regular financial 
support, all fuel the church to live its values. 

The United Church of Canada defines those 
engaged in a church congregation as either 
Adherents, Members or Full Members. Full 
Members make a profession of faith and 
promises to share in the common life of the 
church. Members are baptized children and 
the children of Full Members. Adherents 
participate in all aspects of church life including 
voting at Congregation General Meetings 
except on matters of hiring of a new Minister or 
significant church property decisions.

We celebrate the following list of congregants 
who either transferred their membership from 
another United Church or became members 
after taking part in one of the two membership 
classes offered at Hillhurst United this year:
 

membership   
Pace Anhorn 
Oswaldo Canales 
Ron Carter
Allan Chegus
Nancy Chegus
Angelo Dalcin 
Lynne Dalcin
Christopher Davis
Craig Evans 
Katie Evans 
John Glenney
Paul Gray
Peter Kelsch
Christina (Chris) Lamb 

Helena Lamb 
Alyssa Lindsay
Robert McLaughlin
Lorna Nicol
Laura Piercy
Amy Rederburg
Betty Schmidt
Paul Schmidt
Melissa Tierney
Becky Verwaayen 
Ed Verwaayen
Joanne Wallace
Adrea Wirl 
Jim Wilson

Are you interested in becoming a Full 
Member? Call our church office or email us at 
office@hillhurstunited.com to be notified of 
the next membership class.

Comfortable with being curious or content to 
stay comfortable? That’s fine too.

Whoever you are, wherever you’re at,
you’re welcome to join us on the journey.

“Home to me is where the heart is. It’s where you are welcome. 
Where you are loved. I get all this at Hillhurst.”



18

We host about 20 weddings per year. As an 
Affirming church, we welcome all people to get 
married in our sanctuary. A marriage prep class 
is held once a year, offering couples tools and 
skills for happy and meaningful relationships.

We congratulate the following couples on their 
weddings this past year, and are thankful to 
have shared in this sacred part of their lives 
together:

Jeniece Berg and Jeremiah Sauer 
Beverly Burns and Sandra Clemons 
Erin Day and Domenico Lucca 
Michelle Fink and Maxwell Fritsch
Sydney Fream and Dave Morin 
Mackenzie Handforth and Rodney Noel 
Alison Hayley and Jeffrey Webb 
Hillary Higgins and Grant Burwash 
Alexandra Hubert and Adam Johnson 
Heidi Kasick and Christopher Laing 
Stacy Lehman and Christopher Scott 
Jessica Marshall and Joshua Van Niewkerk 
Brooke Mayberry and Craig Goodwin 
Andrea Miller and Brent Hopfauf 
Courtney Parkinson and Deon Tayler 
Sandra Parkinson and Daryl Richardson 
Sherrill Spencer-Awid and Robert Miller 
Julia Switzer and Adam Koester
Eileen Taylor and Daniel Vance 
Annamaria Testa and Kevin Moffat
Sandra Trudeau and Grant Gushulak
Jessica Weber and Andrew James
Rebecca Windle and Steven Kinzel
Pamela Ziegler and Buddy Thurlow

Baptism are held once a month, following a 
baptismal class offered to participating parents. 
It is a privilege for us to provide this sacred 
time. Congratulations to the following children 
and their parents:

Melanie Jessica Campbell 
Shane Campbell and Stephanie Campbell 
Kiera Morgan Fyrberg
Forest and Kim Fyrberg 
Raymond W. Hadden (G) 
Robert Hadden and Heather Hadden 
Brooklyn Brielle Hebert (D)
Damien Hebert and Ainsley Hebert
Aisling Trijtjne Marie Knight 
John Knight and Eva Knight
Rex George Kunec
Nathan and Kristi Kunec
Aiden Jeremy Matticks (B)
Jason Matticks and Jennifer Matticks 
Sadie Marie McManaman
James McManaman and Kendra McManaman
Anne Marie Paulette Morneau (A)
Daniel Morneau and Deanne Benning
Lydia Mae Nuefeld 
Ross Nuefeld and Tiffany Nuefeld 
Charlie Ray Radomski (C)
Shaun Radomski and Chelsea Radomski
Myla Ruth Stone
Colin and Ashlee Stone
Logan Linwood Sturgeon (F)
Linwood Sturgeon and Jennifer Sturgeon
Joshua Forbes Findlay Townsend  
Jeffrey Townsend and Gillian Findlay
Emily Elizabeth Vecchio (E)
Jeffrey Vecchio and Candice Vecchio 
Drew-Anne Victoria Whittaker
Alexander Whittaker and Rebecca Barton

weddings baptisms
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baptisms

“We want our child to 
learn and grow and 
to accept and love 
everyone and know 
that he is accepted 
too. How many places 
outside of the home 
are like that? That’s 
why this is our church 
home and why we want 
to have our child 
baptized here.” 

A

B

C

D

E

F

G
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We offer the opportunity for people to 
hold funerals and memorial services in our 
sanctuary. Our staff and volunteers provide a 
meaningful, sacred time for people in grief. We 
also offer a reception following the service to 
provide space for families to gather with the 
people who love and support them. Thank you 
to all who serve in this way.

Our sincere condolences to the friends and 
family of the following individuals whose lives 
were celebrated at Hillhurst this year:

Grace Golbourn
Michael Johnston
David Daniel Mah 
William Robert Newham Oseton
Thelma Parker 
Stefanie Sartorius
Nevetta Agnes Smith
Lyle Noel Wilson 
Evelyn Winchester

in memory
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worship
Our worship services and the seven-day-a-
week running of Hillhurst are made possible 
through a large group of dedicated volunteers 
who offer their time and talent each week.  
The various roles required (administrative 
support, IT support, skilled trades for 
preventative and restoration maintenance of 
our building, worship coordination, hosting 
and coffee service for Sunday services, serving 
communion, bread kneading, worship visuals, 
breakfast/lunch crew for our Sunday meals and 
other events, and the many people who step up 
for the special events that happen throughout 
the year) help this church thrive. Since July 1, 
2015, we have had over 682 volunteers for our 
two Sunday services alone.

We also have opportunities for people to 
become baptismal assistants and wedding and 
funeral/memorial hosts to help with these 
sacred moments.

We strive every day to help our Hillhurst 
community connect with others, and serve in 
a meaningful way in the many roles that make 
this great community run. If you are interested 
in taking a leadership role in any of these 
areas, please contact Gail Niinimaa (Worship 
Coordinator) or Helena Lamb through the 
church office.

We are planning to host workshops in the fall 
to provide guidance on the varied tasks for 
the 2016 - 2017 church year. The invitation is 
always open to join our volunteer team!

Thanks to all the people who have volunteered 
to make our worship experience happen. 
Thank you to everyone who has contributed by 
greeting, taking offering, preparing communion 
and kneaded bread, decorating the sanctuary, 
and many other behind the scenes jobs that 
help to make our church a welcoming and 
friendly place. A big thanks to people who have 
contributed to make the sanctuary a visually 
beautiful place by the addition of themed 
decorations and helping to install our seasonal 
decorations for Christmas and Easter.

We would like to acknowledge Marsha Mah 
Poy, who has guided us through the creation 
and implementation of the ’Worship Works’ 
document. Marsha worked hard to establish 
a dedicated group of people who jump in on 
Sunday morning to be the hands and feet that 
make things work. Thanks also to Helena Lamb 
who has assumed this role since April 2016. We 
would also like to thank the worship planning 
team who meets weekly to contribute to the 
Sunday morning experience.

our volunteers
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Hillhurst United Church is an Affirming Ministry

Hillhurst United Church is an inclusive community of faith that follows in 
the Way of Jesus under the banner “whoever you are, wherever you’re at, 
join us on the journey.”

We accept each other as we are and welcome the ministry and participation 
of all persons regardless of age, gender identity, gender expression, 
health, race, sexual orientation, differing abilities, religious or 

ethnic background or economic circumstance.

We hope that in all that we do, including our worship and community life, 
God’s unconditional love is experienced. 

“Whoever you are, wherever you’re at, join us on the journey.”
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Pam Rocker leads our Affirming Ministry with 
the help, guidance, and participation of skilled 
and compassionate volunteers.

Affirming Church/Affirming Community Video
Last summer we filmed a video about our 
Affirming Ministry - exploring what ‘Affirming’ 
really means and asking members of our 
congregation to share about their experiences 
with our Affirming Ministry, and why it matters. 
You can view this video on our Vimeo page!
https://vimeo.com/hillhurstunited

Pride Week
Hillhurst co-presented a staged reading of 
the play “oblivion” by Jonathan Brower with 
Third Street Theatre. oblivion is a semi-
autobiographical play that beautifully portrays 
the complexities surrounding faith and queer 
identity.

Pride Parade
Over 100 people from Hillhurst participated in 
the Calgary Pride Parade. It was a cold, rainy 
day, but our spirits were bright and sunny as 
we walked along the parade route with over 
50,000 people in attendance!

Affirming Anniversary
In March, we celebrated the 7th Anniversary of 
becoming an Affirming Ministry with special 
musical guests, rainbow candle lighting and 
readings, a reflection on the movie Carol, and 
a huge rainbow cake! This is an important 
celebration for our community and a great 
witness to all!

Our Stories - Evenings for Parents
We are almost a year into our monthly 
evenings for Parents of LGBTQ individuals. 
These evenings provide parents with a space 

to connect with each other, especially in a faith 
context. We facilitate a place for parents to find 
each other and share their important struggles 
and celebrations. 

Something Completely Different (SCD)
Our monthly LGBTQ faith group continues to 
attract both regular and new visitors - many 
people coming to this group before coming on 
a Sunday morning, to be sure they know if they 
are truly welcome. Our evenings have included 
an Affirmations Easter Egg Hunt, exploring 
inclusive views of scripture, poetry, potlucks, 
film outings, and more!

Human RITES Conference 
As co-founders in the second year of the 
Human RITES conference, we get to be a part 
of one of the few LGBTQ interfaith conferences 
in Canada! This year’s guests included queer 
theology thought-leader Brandan Robertson, 
Canadian singer/songwriter and trans activist 
Rae Spoon, and workshops on faith, sex, 
meditation, and interfaith dialogue by local 
community leaders. This is also one of the ways 
that we partner with other Affirming Ministries 
and faith communities in Calgary.

An Act of Love Film Screening
We partnered once again with Fairy Tales Film 
Festival - Calgary’s queer film festival. This year 
we co-presented an important documentary 
that tells the true story of an unwitting 
advocate in the fight for equal rights within the 
United Methodist Church, Rev. Frank Schaefer, 
who had his ministerial credentials revoked in 
December 2013 after officiating his son’s same-
sex wedding. Over 150 people attended the 
screening and 50 people attended the pre-film 

affirming ministry
“LGBTQ Christians ARE the church, not a subject for other Christians 
to discuss and make decisions about.” - Nadia Bolz-Weber
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discussion we hosted featuring Producer Kate 
Logan. Thanks to Naked Leaf in Kensington for 
hosting this discussion! 

We Are Orlando, YYC Memorial
This past June we were heartbroken and 
shocked by the massacre at the Pulse nightclub 
in Orlando. Unsure of what to do or how to 
help, Hillhurst, along with Calgary Outlink, 
Pride Calgary, and the Trans Equality Society 
of Alberta, worked together to provide space, 
support, and connection for Calgarians to 
grieve, organize, rage, and to send love and 
prayers to all affected.

With over 1,000 people in attendance at the 
Arts Commons downtown, it was a moving 
and sacred time. We are grateful for all who 
made it possible - our 35 supporting partner 
organizations, four choirs, 49 individuals 
who read each of the Pulse victims’ names, 
six speakers who were wholehearted and 
vulnerable, politicians who raised their voice 
in support of the LGBTQ community, and to all 
those who showed up and clasped hands and 
shook the universe with the singing of “We 
Shall Overcome”.

We hope that our continued and collective 
grief, love, and remembrance, fuels us to bloom 
and flourish fiercely and relentlessly until 
memorials like this are no longer needed.

We were glad to be a part of the committee for 
Calgary Presbytery to become Affirming (which 
it did, yay!), sponsors of Calgary Queer Church, 
supporters of Camp fYrefly, and supports for 
other churches who are on the journey to 
becoming Affirming or seeking to deepen their 
ministry. 

These and other upcoming events continue 
our aim towards varied focuses: peer groups, 
continuing education for all, partnerships with 
community organizations, and partnerships 
with other churches. 

This past summer our Affirming Lead, Pam 
Rocker, finished her 2nd term as President 
of Affirm United/S’affirmer Ensemble - the 
national organization that guides, resources, 
and promotes ministries to become Affirming. 
Pam found her time with the Board invaluable 
and is so grateful to have had four years with 
an organization and its leaders who have been 
championing inclusivity in the United Church of 
Canada and beyond for over 30 years. 

Hillhurst has grown a reputation as being a safe 
and accepting place for LGBTQ people. Our 
growth has been a testament to that, as we see 
people for whom we are a safe harbour, queer 
and allied, who search for a progressive place 
to grow their faith without being a part of the 
harm and exclusionary thinking that can come 
with religion. 

We give thanks to the community members 
who have gone before us making a way for this 
journey to flourish. May we continue to be a 
trustworthy place where our motto stands true 
in all that we do.

We have some big events on the horizon this 
year - come and join us to learn more about 
these important intersections of faith and 
identity!

“Home is a place where you are accepted and loved. A place where you 
don’t need to be anyone but yourself. Your true self. Hillhurst is 
home for me. Thank you for everything.”
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Congregational Care provides spiritual, 
emotional, and physical support to our church 
family in times of triumph, tragedy, joy and 
sorrow. Rev. Danielle provides the pastoral 
lead for this Ministry which is co-chaired 
by Jeannette Carlson and Marie Benedict.  
Congregational Care has over 70 volunteers 
who offer their time to one or more of the 
following programs.

Prayer Chain, coordinated by Donna 
Denommee, provides daily prayers in response 
to specific requests of prayers for individuals, 
families, groups, and for local and global 
concerns. Typical prayer requests are for 
intervention and healing for people suffering 
from loss, illness, needing comfort or support, 
looking for work, and seeking improved 
relationships. 

Prayer Shawls are blessed and offered to 
anyone during a time of need as a symbol 
of God’s love and of the care and support of 
our congregation. This program, coordinated 
by Marilyn Bankowski & Frances Jamieson, is 
comprised of 27 knitters & crocheters who with 
love and prayer created 109 prayer shawls this 
past year. 

About half of the group of knitters/crocheters 
meet most Monday afternoons at the church 
to work on prayer shawls. This group known as 
Knit and Knot is a safe place where members 
can make friends and receive support. New 
members are always welcome!

REAL Comfort Food provides homemade meals 
to families and individuals who are experiencing 
a life event that makes the provision of 
sustaining food difficult. This program is 
coordinated by Sue Spicer. 

Caring Cards are sent by Hilda Plenert on behalf 
of our community to acknowledge people’s 
losses and joys.

The Care Teams were launched in Sept 2014.   
There are four teams with four team leads; 
Doug Jamieson – Substance Abuse, Cyndi 
Thompson-Goodchild – Bereavement, Maida 
Edey – Older Adults / End of Life and Jeannette 
Carlson – General Supports (such as trauma 
sitting, visitation, telephone contact, occasional 
respite and transportation for those in need.) 

Blue Christmas is a worship service designed 
for people suffering with pain, loss, isolation, or 
grief during the Christmas season.  

Meaningful Life Seminars offered two End of 
Life & Funeral Planning workshops in November 
2015, including one led by June Churchill on 
Dying with Dignity. 

We also organized a Psychological First Aid 
Workshop held on April 30th. This workshop was 
facilitated by Debra Armstrong in conjunction 
with Alberta Health Services representative, 
Cathy McFee.

congregational care

“Home is a smile from someone as soon as you walk into the room.”
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This past February, the Board invited Susan 
Cooper to take the first steps toward creating a 
contemplative and spiritual direction ministry 
at Hillhurst, both initiatives in response to 
the deepening spiritual life of the Hillhurst 
community.  

An early morning contemplative gathering we 
call Daybreak was created to journey through 
Lent, with contemplative worship elements, 
an emphasis on the contemplative practice 
of presence, and the art of meditation. The 
Lent series gave way to a two-part springtime 
series –  ‘Coffeehouse Contemplative,’ which 
explored spiritual life as it expresses its 
brilliance in the ordinary places of our lives, 
and ‘Wilderness Contemplative,’ exploring 
the power of – perhaps need for – the natural 
world in our spiritual unfolding. The summer 
series, ‘Wisdom of the Sensuous,’ explores 
the richness of the ‘embodied’ spiritual life 
and perception based in our fully-lived and 
examined experience. These gatherings have 
been well received by both those who are 
long-term contemplatives, and by those new 
to meditation and the practice of presence 
– working together to sustain and teach one 
another.

In Spiritual Direction – the art of supporting 
whoever you are, wherever you’re at on the 
spiritual journey – we hold that each life is 
a sacred text, with purpose and truth and a 
compelling force at its heart. Conversations 
are designed to explore this dimension by way 
of our own lived circumstances, experiences, 
dreams, aspirations – indeed, all of who we 
are. To-date, the ministry has focused on one-
on-one sessions, with the possible expansion 
of the ministry into ‘wisdom circles’ (group 
spiritual direction) in the fall.  

It has been an honour and joy to bring the 
richness of the contemplative tradition again to 
Hillhurst. There are a few immediate objectives 
as we continue to develop this ministry, prime 
among them being to lean more fully and more 
intentionally into the inter-spiritual nature of 
the contemplative tradition, giving as much 
voice as we are able to the brilliance at the core 
of the world’s diverse spiritual streams. 

We look forward to sharing this and other 
spiritual treasures through this next year.

daybreak contemplative ministry
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People gather in our Heritage Room 
on Monday evenings and the occasional 
weekend. Up to 80 people from the 
congregation and wider community come 
together to go deeper, nurturing their spiritual 
connections to themselves and others. The 
ideas we explore together are diverse. This past 
year, we held space and great conversations on 
the following themes.

Painting the Stars
The ideas of a dozen leading theologians 
helped us consider the relationships between 
science and religion, evolution and progressive 
Christianity.

Evolutionary Theology
Bruce Sanguin joined us for a weekend 
workshop to explore a theological perspective 
grounded in evolution.

The Divine Magician
In an online, webinar-style program, pyro-
theologian Peter Rollins worked with us through 
the content of his latest book.

Rising Strong
We explored Brene Brown’s book on struggle, 
falling, and having the courage to get back up.

Theology for the First Time
Through the month of January we came 
together Friday evenings and Saturdays to learn 
more about theological perspectives with the 
support of the Vancouver School of Theology.

Games Nights
In the dark nights of winter we came together 
to play a variety of games, from Cribbage to 
Scrabble.

Reel Theology
For six weeks during the season of Lent, we 
came together on Monday nights to explore the 
themes and ideas present in Academy Award 
best picture nominees, including: Brooklyn, 
Spotlight, Room, The Martian, The Big Short, 
and Carol.

Easter Stories
We explored four different Gospel stories and 
how each describes the resurrection of Jesus 
uniquely.

Definitely Not the Oscars 
We watched a series of movies with content 
that goes deeper than the typical Hollywood 
fare. They included: I Am, In Search of Balance, 
and Symphony of the Soil.

Thank you to all those who support 
Spiritual Nurture through helping hands, 
contributing works, meaningful words, and 
your simple presence. We look forward to 
more Monday nights in community with you in 
the coming year.

Watch your Hillhurst Happenings and the 
website for information about upcoming 
themes and, if you have a particular theme 
you’d like us to consider, get in touch through 
the church office.

spiritual nurture

“Home is where I can rest from my struggles and 
recharge. A place I can go and feel welcome for who I 
am and where I am going...”
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The roots took hold this year. The Spirit Yoga 
community has taken on a new depth of 
commitment to their practices, and to each 
other. We have had a rich year of connecting, 
both to ourselves and to one another. It’s been 
a transformative year for many.

We gathered in Water Valley for an Enneagram 
centred yoga practice and art retreat facilitated 
by the yogini and artist, Lori Follis. In late 
summer, Spirit Yoga joined forces with KidSpace 
and Inn From the Cold to create a clean and 
inviting multi-use space on the stage – a great 
team effort by all. Teachers have joined our 
roster from both Hillhurst and the greater 
Calgary community. When called on to support 
a Mexican family devastated by Hurricane 
Patricia, Spirit Yogis contributed over $2000 in a 
heartbeat.  

Our mats are a sacred space, as is the time 
spent in community, sharing what we learn 
on them. The Spirit Yoga Ministry continues to 
strive to create a space for everyone to learn 
and practice the healing and transformative art 
of yoga - on and off the mat.  

A few yoga moments:
• 1000+ yoga mats were unrolled in our 100 

year old church
• A record number of classes and students 

with up to seven classes/week this year 
taught by our inspiring teaching team: Alë 
Veffer, Jo-Ann Bance, Elisabeth Gallant, 

Jocelyn Colquhoun, Clay Weich, Leyla 
Marculescu, Natalie Woodhouse and Beth 
Workman 

• New blocks and bolsters were purchased 
-  making our classes and workshops even 
more accessible 

• Magical Fall evening exploring the Chakras 
through Restorative Yoga as facilitated by 
Carol Hutchison

• It was ‘Time to Get Twisted’ in an advanced 
practice with Alfred Lu

• Our own Spirit Yoga teacher, Jo-Ann Bance 
led us in an afternoon of gentle yoga in her 
‘Happy Hips’ workshop

• Boni Matwychuk guided a morning of 
lovely letting go in her Yoga Therapy  
workshop

• Spirit Yoga’s first year facilitating ‘A Quieter 
Space’ of guided meditation at the Human 
RITES conference

• A glorious day exploring possibilities at our 
annual yoga retreat day in Water Valley

• New yoga outreach – yoga practices and 
therapy offered where needed

• Two more Spirit Yogis graduated as 
certified yoga teachers and have come 
back to teach for us – congratulations 
Jocelyn Colquhoun and Elisabeth Gallant

• Friday afternoon socials have taken 
off – yoga followed by a visit to a local 
watering hole has become a highlight of 
the week (all are welcome to join – no yoga 
required!)

spirit yoga

“Spirit Yoga has been a huge blessing in my life. I signed up 3 
years ago and it has transformed my life. I feel better physically, 
emotionally, mentally and spiritually. I have made deep meaningful 
relationships and have a supportive community of friends. Spirit 
Yoga is an important part of my life.” - Barb Kennedy
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AT HILLHURST UNITED
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HACKED &
KidSpace
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Wow! What an amazing year for KidSpace. We 
are fortunate enough to be blessed with an 
incredibly passionate group of teachers and 
leaders, who work so hard to make Hillhurst a 
welcoming and safe place for our children and 
families to explore their spiritual journey. We’ve 
seen our Sunday attendance numbers stay solid 
throughout the year, consistently filling the 
eight classes we host each Sunday.  

The KidSpace Ministry is led by Rev. Sheena 
Trotter-Dennis, with the help of fantastic staff 
and wonderful volunteers.

As always, Hillhurst is a seven day a week 
church, and KidSpace continues to embrace this 
concept. We’ve hosted monthly Messy Church 
evenings where families have had fun going for 
a bike ride, putting on a play, creating beautiful 
art work, enjoying potluck dinners together, 
and learning about different values and Bible 
stories. 

Our Kids Night Out events on the third Friday 
of the month for children in grades 4 - 6, have 
been a huge hit, with up to 40 kids joining in 
each month. We’ve had visits from Hogwarts 
professors, Darth Vader, and even some 
Minecraft creepers. The kids are always excited 
to bring new friends from school to see who 
will drop in next. 

We celebrated our third annual Family Camp 
Weekend this year, on the shores of Sylvan Lake 
at Camp Kasota West. A number of families 
came together for a weekend of swimming, 
s’mores and relaxation! 

And let’s not forget our annual Halloween 
party, which brought together several ministries 
for this years ‘Trunk or Treat’ theme. Families 
got to explore all the many ways that Hillhurst 
United Church builds community as each 
ministry hosted a super scary activity. 

We also ran parent workshops where members 
of Hillhurst and the larger community came 
together to hear speakers on diverse topics 
like de-stressing the holidays, children and 
spirituality, and talking with kids and youth 
about sexuality. The core theme of Social 
Justice was also lived out through the actions of 
our KidSpace participants in ways both big and 
small. 

KidSpace started off the year by hosting a 
school supply drive for all of the children 
staying with Inn From the Cold. Boxes of 
backpacks, notebooks, binders, pens, pencils, 
felts, crayons, shoes, and water bottles, were 
delivered to the Inn in September, enabling 
over 200 children to go to school ready to 
learn. 

KidSpace participants also hosted a Sunday 
lunch, learning about service and hospitality 
in the process. They also hand made and 
delivered joyful messages to our Hillhurst 
neighbours, learned some Arabic to welcome 
our new family from Syria, and explored themes 
such as poverty and environmentalism.

We give thanks for the leadership of Shauna 
Thompson and Heather Hadden and will 
miss them in KidSpace. We welcome Sonnie 
Tremblay and look forward to another great 
year ahead!

kidspace
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HACKED Youth Ministry had an amazing 
year! It was filled with building relationships, 
broadening awareness about different stories 
within the Bible, spirituality, and of course tons 
of fun!

With approximately 4 - 12 youth in attendance 
on Sunday mornings and Friday evenings, we 
have had the honour of engaging in all sorts of 
activities and discussion. We launched the year 
at Fish Creek Park where we roasted wieners, 
ate s’mores, and played Capture the Flag. 

Each month we aim to engage the youth in an 
activity outside of Hillhurst such as a Mall Hunt, 
Movie Night, Lloyd’s Recreation Centre, and 
Calaway Park. As well, once a month, we head 
to different United Churches across Calgary for 
Naked Faith, a Youth and Young Adult Worship 
Service. This time is great for the youth to 
make new friendships with other youth across 
Calgary, meet other youth leaders within the 
United Church, and explore different topics 
that apply to them, such as self-esteem, grief, 
and ego. 

Two key events that we hosted at Hillhurst 
were Cardboard Camelot and Chopped Youth. 
Cardboard Camelot consisted of the youth 
dividing into teams and creating armour out of 
cardboard. Their craftsmanship was put to the 
test when they battled each other to see whose 
armour held up under the pressure. Chopped 
Youth was a great event. We purchased four 

ingredients ahead of time and each team was 
allotted a certain amount of time to incorporate 
those ingredients into a dish that was taste 
tested by our HACKED leaders. They had two 
dishes to create and the winning team was 
awarded an apron with Chopped Youth Champs 
embroidered on it. 

At Sunday morning discussion time, we have 
explored many different topics and Bible 
stories. From the Prodigal Son, to learning 
that we are all one. Each morning has been a 
time, not only for the youth to learn, but for 
the leaders to learn from them. Our youth are 
very wise and when given the time to think on 
a question, they always come up with answers 
that make us think. How beautiful is that?! 

We seek to get more Senior High youth to 
engage and remain positive knowing that we 
are moving in the right direction for the next 
year and providing the Senior High youth with 
the programming and relationships that they 
require for emotional, mental, and spiritual 
support. 

Overall, it’s been a wonderful year and we look 
forward to more activities that engage beyond 
our church and into the community!

hacked youth ministry

“Home is where my trucks are.” – Dominic, age 5
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THRIVE is a community within Hillhurst for 
people in their 20’s and 30’s to do just that – 
thrive. Before THRIVE, many of us would see 
people at church who were around our age 
and wonder, ‘who’s that?’ THRIVE creates the 
opportunity not only for those introductions to 
take place, but also for a community to grow. 
When first envisioning what THRIVE could be, 
we had a hunch there was something important 
about practicing our faith with people in our 
age group. Since meeting weekly over the past 
five months, we’ve found that to be true. In 
dialogue at our faith and conversation nights or 
‘Theology on Tap’, we’ve discovered that there 
is enormous value in walking a faith journey 
companioned by others. 

Thursday nights (or THRIVEnights) have held 
a variety of events for our group. In our first 
month, we organized ‘Theology on Tap.’ After 
listening to guest speakers from Vancouver 
School of Theology at ‘Theology for the First 
Time’, the speakers joined us at Molly Malone’s. 
The smaller group setting and wisdom 
from these Theologians provided amazing 
conversation! In February our THRIVEnights 

took place in the ‘Treehouse,’ - the upstairs 
lounge at Hillhurst, lovingly named so because 
of the many indoor plants there. We explored 
stories from the Bible with the help of Rev. 
Danielle, drank tea, ate snacks, and shared 
how these stories of faith related to our own 
lives. Other memorable events have included a 
potluck at the Lackie’s home, an ugly sweater 
Christmas soiree at Molly Malone’s, walko-taco 
(a walk to Julio’s for conversation and tacos), a 
games night in the library, and preparing lunch 
for the congregation after church. 

THRIVE has been doing great work within the 
Hillhurst community - supporting ‘Thrivesters’ 
in their spiritual and religious seeking and 
providing a safe, fun, and consistent place to 
find fellowship. THRIVE continues to grow and, 
most Sundays, we connect with someone at 
church in their 20’s and 30’s who is interested 
in learning more. We have high hopes for 
strengthening the ties already present in our 
group, while growing our community to include 
anyone who wants to thrive!

thrive
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The Music Ministry is a growing and eclectic 
ministry. We have sung and played our way 
through these past seasons of our church 
year exploring different styles of music, both 
secular and sacred, all in support of our diverse 
worship themes. 

We are grateful for the expertise and dedication 
of our music staff led by Nancy Chegus. Our 
accompanist, Bruce Petherick handles any 
style of music we throw his way, and helps 
us manage the musical flow of our worship 
services. Adult Choir Director, Justin Macosky, 
creates a welcoming, positive atmosphere in 
rehearsals and challenges the choir vocally and 
chorally with a variety of music. Children’s Choir 
Director, Lori Follis has created a real rapport 
with the children in a very short time. After 
their September to December season many 
of the children went on to participate in our 
Spring musical.

Many thanks to the music team singers who 
came together in various combinations each 
Sunday throughout the year. They helped 
lead the congregation in the singing of hymns 
and service music, and they had a lot of fun 
preparing a variety of pop culture pieces which 
provided familiar sounds to the worship theme 
of the day.

We are grateful for the variety of individuals 
who offered their time and talents as soloists 
or instrumentalists: Paul Lung, Tyler Fitzgerald, 
Michael Hope, Ellen Doty, Richard Fossey, Jesse 
Heffernan, Jocelyn Colquhoun, Bryan Niblock, 

Lee Elliott, Shannon Fehr, Lisa Palmer, and Sam 
Palmer, Alyssa Thompson, Ross Thompson, Lori 
Follis, Calvin Seaman, Meredith Allison, the 
choir, Seventh Heaven, and Todd Maduke and 
The Ruminants for our Stampede Breakfast.

It was a pleasure once again to put on our 
spring musical. In this 10th anniversary year we 
returned to one of Hillhurst’s first productions, 
Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dream 
Coat. There is a wonderful community of 
people of all ages who come together, welcome 
newcomers, work hard, sing, dance, laugh, cry, 
and have each other’s backs, in order to put on 
a marvelous show each year. Many thanks to 
our production team: Bryce Paton, Eva Knight, 
Anne and Claire Yates-Laberge, Chelsea Howell-
Fellows, Ian MacPherson, Gail Niinimaa, Dean 
Howell-Fellows, Judy Wark, Peanut White, 
Susan Lampert, and Jim Thompson-Goodchild.

We would also like to thank Brad Tomlinson 
who offered leadership for monthly Jam 
Sessions. This musical SPARK group offers a 
time and space for instrumentalists of all levels 
and abilities to play and sing together for the 
love of the music they create. 

Our music ministry has offered a rich array 
of musical experiences for well over 100 
participants. Music helps take us on that all-
important journey from head to heart, as we 
worship and celebrate our stories together. To 
quote a line from Shakespeare (Twelfth Night, 
Act 1, Scene 1) from one of our choir anthems, 
“If music be the food of love, play on.”

music ministry
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Adult Choir
This year the Adult Choir explored what makes 
a church choir great! From Sondheim to 
Handel, and from Reel Theology to our epic 
revival of Les Miserables, the chorus focused on 
perfecting the fundamentals of choral 
music and expanding our repertoire to include 
some new favourites. In December, we took 
the music from the Stage and Screen and 
put it together in a night of truly challenging 
and wonderful music. Easter Sunday included 
guests from the Repsol Choir to sing the 
Hallelujah Chorus in celebration! We look 
forward to coming back strong in the fall and 
hope to continue to grow in the new year. If you 
would like to join our choir, rehearsals begin 
on Thursday, September 8 at 7:30pm in the 
sanctuary.

Children’s Choir
The Hillhurst United Children’s choir celebrated 
a second season this past year. We got off to 
a great musical start with choristers ages 7 – 
12. We included a sneak peek during our first 
rehearsal where choristers could bring a friend 
to choir, get a taste of the new songs, and get 
to know each other through some fun games 
and singing. This year we were able to include 
some even younger singers who eagerly joined 
our group. Wednesday night rehearsals were 
filled with song, rhythm, music appreciation, 
becoming better singers and musicians and of 
course, a lot of F-U-N. Lea Komaromi provided 
excellent piano accompaniment and support 
to Director, Lori Follis, and to our choristers. 

We celebrated our first public performance on 
Saturday, November 7, where we sang twice at 
Hillhurst’s annual Craft Fair. We also sang three 
pieces during the 10:45 worship service on 
November 12.  

Our season finished with a final ‘Stage and 
Screen’ concert where we combined our voices 
with the Hillhurst Adult Choir on December 4.  
We sang to a full house, were entertained by 
red carpet interviews and fanfare and ended 
the night with the whole community singing 
White Christmas together. 

The end of our choral season was celebrated 
with a popcorn and goodies party, games and 
a ‘white elephant’ gift exchange. This gathering 
brought us beautifully into the spring musical 
season. Nancy Chegus dropped by the party 
to personally invite choristers to consider 
joining the musical and handed out invitations. 
Many of the Children’s Choir choristers took 
advantage of the opportunity to further their 
musical and performance experience as they 
auditioned for and joined the 50+ strong 
cast members of Joseph and the Amazing 
Technicolor Dreamcoat.

Providing our children significant opportunities 
to grow in community and musicality in a choir 
is a joy.  

music ministry
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Ten Years of Musical Theatre @ Hillhurst!
To celebrate our 10th annual major musical production, our production ‘Dream Team’ selected an encore 
performance of Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat. Our inter-generational cast, crew, and 
volunteers provided quality family entertainment for three sold out performances May 6 - 8, 2016. 

Directed by Nancy Chegus and Eva Knight, our 2016 performance achieved new standards in set 
creativity, visual effects, costumes, make-up, lighting and sound.

Previous show titles include Cool in the Furnace, Sound of Music, Seussical the Musical (2), Narnia, 
Honk, The Wiz, and Disney’s Beauty and the Beast. There were also two special Christmas performances 
of Gift of the Magi and The Best Christmas Pageant Ever.

Watch for our 2017 show title announcement in Fall 2016.

musical theatre

“Home is anywhere and anytime I find myself truly engaged and present. 
I feel it in some music. It happened when I was a dancer and then a 
painter – creating is God-like… like holding hands with God.”
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It’s hard to believe that the Hillhurst United 
Church Refugee Ministry is less than one year 
old. What a year it has been! Here is a list of 
some of the things that have happened since 
September 2015.

Early in September 2015, the world was 
shocked by the heart wrenching image of Alan 
Kurdi, a three year old Syrian boy, lying lifeless 
on a Turkish beach. On September 9, 2015 we 
held a moving vigil at Hillhurst in support of 
Syrian refugees.

On October 1, the Hillhurst Refugee Ministry 
Team (RMT) met for the first time. This 
passionate and dedicated group of volunteers 
was destined to spend countless hours 
preparing for the arrival, and then supporting 
newcomers arriving in Calgary as they fled 
the war in Syria. Momentum for sponsoring 
a refugee family continued to build with the 
Thanksgiving Walk to Support Refugees. This 
successful event raised awareness and funds.

November was a month of planning and 
relationship building as the RMT tapped into 

a growing network of organizations involved 
in providing support to refugees arriving in 
Calgary. 

We received tremendous support from the 
Hillhurst congregation and from Calgarians in 
general. By the end of December 2015, the 
Refugee Ministry fund had received more than 
$55,000 in donations. The total amount of 
donations eventually exceeded $75,000.

On January 7, 2016, we received the welcome 
and exciting news that we were matched with 
the Yassins, a family from Syria that was living 
in a refugee camp in Lebanon at the time. 
Things progressed very quickly after that. On 
January 29, we received notification that the 
Yassins were scheduled to arrive in Calgary on 
February 3. With only five days notice we all 
pulled together to locate, rent and furnish a 
four bedroom house! 

On February 3, Mona Moghandaf and Adnan 
Yassin arrived in Calgary with their five 
daughters. The RMT immediately fell in love 

refugee ministry

“Home is sponsoring a refugee family and 
giving them a new home in Canada.”
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with this warm and fun-loving family and soon 
learned that the Yassins had two older sons 
who were still overseas. On February 27, Adnan 
and Hillhurst submitted an application to the 
Canadian Government to co-sponsor Thaer 
Yassin and bring him to Calgary to be with his 
family. (As of May 31, Bassel is still in Denmark 
and Thaer is still in Lebanon.)

During March, the Yassins and members of the 
RMT got to know each other as they attended a 
variety of events and special functions together. 
One of these events was the City of Calgary’s 
Newcomer Fair where the Yassins met, and 
were photographed with, Mayor Naheed 
Nenshi. 

In April, Assmaa received a letter from Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau thanking her for the 
portrait that she drew of him. 

In response to a growing demand for ESL 
instruction, Hillhurst established its very own 
ESL ‘Pop-Up School’. A large group of dedicated 

volunteers provided 6 weeks of daily English 
instruction to Adnan, Mona and 15 other 
newcomers from Syria. The Pop-Up School 
was discontinued near the end of the month 
because all of the students were successfully 
enrolled (many with the help of the Hillhurst 
volunteers) in formal English Language Learning 
(ELL) programs.

From the time of their arrival, learning English 
was established as a priority for the Yassin 
family. On May 3, Adnan and Mona started 
English Language Learning classes at Bow Valley 
College. While they still face many challenges, 
the Yassins are settling into life in Canada.

The Refugee Ministry Team expects that we 
will be engaged in sponsoring refugees and 
supporting newcomers to Calgary for many 
years to come. We are currently pursuing other 
sponsorship opportunities. We hope and pray 
that our efforts to sponsor Thaer will soon see 
him come to Calgary to be reunited with his 
family.
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The first Right Relations gathering was in 
September of 2015 and we have been meeting 
monthly. We have had from 8 – 35 people at 
meetings. Our overall goal has been to respond 
to the Truth and Reconcilliation Committee 
Calls to Action and we have experienced much 
learning in our first year together.  

Not everyone who comes to the meetings 
attends Hillhurst and we make it clear that 
everyone is welcome. Thanks to the skill and 
dedication of Helena Lamb, we have developed 
a large email list to share information, not 
only about our meetings, but about events of 
interest in the area of Right Relations. It is a 
networking process from which we all benefit.
Looking forward, we are finding Indigenous 
cultural projects, events, ceremonies, plays, 
films, and speakers to bring to the ministry.  
Many of our group attend educational events 
outside of Hillhurst and come back to our group 
sharing their learning. Our group is diverse 
in exposure, understanding and learning 
about what Right Relations can be as we learn 

together. Our first three meetings welcomed 
guests of Metis and Cree background who 
taught, drummed, and shared their learnings 
with us. That was a powerful beginning for our 
group. Since then we have hosted a KAIROS 
blanket exercise, watched the documentary 
’Making of An Elder’, and a documentary about 
the history of the United Church run residential 
schools. We are pleased that our worship 
services acknowledge that we are visitors on 
Treaty 7 land, and that gratitude for stewarding 
the land where Hillhurst is built, is now printed 
in our bulletin.

Our Right Relations committee hosted lunch 
after Aboriginal Sunday, and we hope to 
host a Fall series to encourage more of our 
congregation to become educated about our 
shared history. Our church is actively involved in 
understanding the depth of colonization in all of 
Canada and in building respectful relationships 
with Aboriginal peoples. It is what we are called 
to do and be.

everyday outreach
In November 2015, a generous financial gift 
was received from Len and Phyllis Shapiro and 
was added to ongoing contributions from our 
congregation for community outreach.

From mid-December 2015 through July 2016, 
we have provided support to 96 guests:
• $2,175.00 in gift cards
• 130 bus tickets
• Food
• Clothing
• Toiletries
• Printed Resources
• Conversation
• Prayers

Additionally, the Calgary Food Bank has kindly 
acknowledged our gifts from March through 
December 2015 of $100 and 579 pounds of 
food.

Beginning in July 2016, volunteers stepped 
forward to look after an Everyday Outreach 
hospitality table Monday through Thursday, 
1:00 - 3:00 pm.

Much appreciation goes out to the 
congregation, volunteers, and staff members 
who have supported this ministry and helped 
us live out our core values of Radical Hospitality 
and Social Justice!

right relations
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Sunday Lunch
Sunday lunches are a true expression of 
radical hospitality. What a year we’ve had. 36 
lunches, each averaging 150 guests. Amazing! 
Our mission is to contribute to building and 
strengthening the Hillhurst community. It 
is much more than food that we serve - we 
consider our lunches to be “soul food”. Denise 
Semos and a group of fun-loving, hard-working 
volunteers offer creative themes and delicious 
recipes. They know how to make it happen and 
look easy! If you’re interested, we would love to 
have you join our team!

Sunday Breakfast
Once a month we come together for a delicious 
breakfast. A small and dedicated volunteer 
team organized by Sue O’Keefe creates yummy 
goodies to treat the 9:05 crowd. It’s always a 
lovely way for our early-risers to start the day.

Progressive Dinner
Another well orchestrated dinner was organized 
by Marsha Mah Poy and her amazing team of 
volunteers. Over 100 people moved from home 
to home experiencing Hillhurst hospitality. At 
the end of the evening, everyone met back 
at the church for dessert and conversation. 
New friendships were formed, old friendships 
renewed - it was a fantastic night! 

Hillhurst continues to be a heavily used facility 
seven days a week and we receive inquiries 
on a daily basis from outside groups seeking 
appropriate and affordable space.

We currently host eight regular external 
user groups and have hosted 18 one-time 
rentals, including two concerts. This Fall will 
be exceedingly busy and will see our facility 
scheduled to almost full capacity.

Facility maintenance continues to be a 
challenge with one part-time custodian 
handling janitorial duties, one volunteer that 
manages the kitchen and library and a team 
of dedicated volunteers that make up the 
‘Hillhurst Repair and Maintenance Team.’ This 
team consists of a small group of talented and 
dedicated workers who make all the small 
projects happen, in and around the church.

Staff and volunteers endeavour to maintain 
and improve this facility to the best of our 
ability, time and talent. Keep your eyes open for 
ongoing improvements.

let’s eat facilities
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November Blender
The November Blender is Hillhurst’s annual 
fund, and ‘social-raiser’ extravaganza! 

What is a ‘social-raiser’? With two services 
and countless ways for everyone to participate 
at Hillhurst, it’s very easy to miss seeing and 
getting to know many of the faces that make 
up this church. The November Blender aims to 
bring everyone together for an exciting night 
of mixing and mingling to meet old and new 
friends, and have a lot of fun as we raise funds 
to support the church. 

This year’s theme was ‘Mix It Up In Mexico’ 
which featured fabulous food and dance 
demonstrations (including one of Hillhurst’s 
very talented dancers!), making the winter 

cold feel miles away. Thanks to many generous 
donations, numerous items were up for grabs 
in the Silent Auction and the Live Auction was 
particularly lively! Here, everyone was invited to 
bid time (volunteer hours) or treasure (dollars) 
for unique feature dinners, a private airplane 
ride, an exclusive flight simulator, special 
getaway destinations, and so much more. 

Many thanks to everyone who came out to 
have fun and particular thanks to our generous 
donors and our tireless volunteers who made 
‘Mix It Up In Mexico!’ such a terrific night.  
Much love and appreciation goes to Kathy 
Pinder and Becky Rock for their incredible 
energy co-chairing the Blender! You won’t want 
to miss the next Blender: November 18, 2016.

Men’s Retreat
Twenty men had a lovely time at King’s Fold. Geoffrey Simmins from Wildrose United led us on 
some reflections on health and its many aspects. It’s amazing how 20 guys can get to know each 
other in a weekend. We also enjoyed some great food and the wonderful sights in and around 
King’s Fold. 

special events
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Women’s Retreat
The Women’s Retreat was held April 1-3, 2016 at the beautiful King’s Fold Retreat Centre. 
Twenty-four women participated in their own ‘Spring Renewal’. Opportunities were available to 
explore creativity and yoga with plenty of time for socialization and personal reflection. Music was 
a big part of the retreat this year, complete with songs sung around a campfire under a starry, 
clear night!  

The 2017 Retreat will be held October 27 to 29.  

special events
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Theology for the First Time
In January 2016, Hillhurst hosted four 
professors from the Vancouver School of 
Theology in a series of weekend workshops 
titled ‘Theology for the First Time.’ Members 
of our congregation and the larger community 
had the opportunity to learn more about what 
theology is, and also what it isn’t.

The professors spoke on Friday evenings in the 
sanctuary and then joined attendees at a pub 
up the street for a pint and lively conversation. 
On Saturdays, they led deeper, 4-hour long 
workshops. On Sundays they joined John and 
Danielle during morning services for a question 
and answer session.

The topics covered were a review of recent 
work and ideas in theology:

• Theology for Non-Theologians –  
Rev. Dr. Richard Topping

• Reading the New Testament as Though 
Your Life Depended on it – Dr. Harry Maier

• New Eyes for Reading the Old Testament – 
Rev. Dr. Patricia Dutcher-Walls

• How Then Shall We Live – Rev. Janet Gear 

Those who attended the workshops said they 
found them to be thought-provoking, engaging, 
and inspiring. Here are some comments 
attendees shared through an online survey 
conducted after the series ended:

“I loved the continual invitation to mystery.”

“The course stimulated my understanding and 
challenged me to think about my thinking.”

“What a great opportunity to get a small 
glimpse into how theology is formed and 
presented.”

special events
HIllhurst Yard Sale
Hillhurst hosted a church wide yard sale on 
September 26-27, 2015. The yard sale was a 
complete success, raising $5,000! 

There were a significant number of volunteers 
that contributed to the success with sorting, 
pricing, and helping customers on the day of 
the sale. Anne Yates-Laberge led the sale with 
significant help from Bryce Paton and 20 other 
church members. 

Christmas Craft Sale
Debbie Paquette organized another fun 
Christmas craft sale this year. This is a fantastic 
fund raising and community building event for 
Hillhurst and we look forward to the next one!
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“Home is where my heart is… 
with loved ones, freedom, comfort, choices, 
warmth, and compassion. My spiritual home is 
Hillhurst. I first came here at age 4 - I came 
on the streetcar to all the youth activities… 
Explorers CGIT, youth group, summer school… 
I was away for 35 years but have returned home 
now. This is a wonderful, welcoming place.”
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communications

It’s been an exciting year for the 
Communications Ministry at Hillhurst. Adrea 
Wirl moved into a dedicated communications 
role bringing together communications, social 
media and graphic design support into one 
place - building on the excellent legacy of Pam 
Rocker, Alyssa Kelle, and Willis Hoff’s work. 

We made a small update to our logo, launched 
a new website, reformatted our Sunday 
Bulletin, increased our Facebook community 
by 40% and continue to be sought out by other 
congregations across Canada for expertise and 
ideas. 

One of the most meaningful contributions we 
made was supporting the collaborative efforts 
for the Orlando Memorial with our graphic 
design talents. It was an somber honour to 
be involved in something that brought the 
community together in such a deep and 
changing way.

Our Affirming Ministry updates continue to be 
hot on Facebook this year - collectively reaching 
well over 70,000 people since January 2016.  

We also relaunched a blog on our website. 
Currently, our ministry team shares their 
‘morning after’ thoughts after the sermon, and 
we have plans to reach into the other ministries 
and, perhaps, the congregation for thoughtful 
posts to share.

John continues to be a beloved contributor in 
the media. His letters to the editor are thoughtful 
and shake things up in a good way -- encouraging 
people to expand their thinking about God, 
church, and faith. 

If you missed John’s media coverage, please 
check out our website: www.hillhurstunited.com 
- under ‘about us’ - ‘in the news’ to read all 
about it! You’ll also discover the fantastic 
media coverage our Affirming and Refugee 
Ministries often received. We are fortunate to 
have supportive and engaged journalists and 
community members who are interested in 
helping us share our story.
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The Finance Committee meets at least once 
a month between September and June to 
review monthly financial results and monitor 
expenses throughout the year. The committee 
also provides advice to the Board on general 
financial matters, reviews the financial position 
with the Board and the congregation on a 
regular basis, makes financial information 
and statistics available to support effective 
stewardship, and plays a key role in developing 
the annual budget. The Finance Committee also 
oversees compliance requirements with the 
Canada Revenue Agency as a registered charity, 
insurance needs, and cash management 
and banking activities, including short-term 
investment decisions. 

2015 was another year of tremendous growth 
at Hillhurst United with a 10% increase in 
contributions and total revenue of $821,000, 
up 13% year-over-year. Going hand-in-hand 
with the growth in revenue was an increase in 
expenses; total operational costs increased 17% 
to $853,000. We increased our support staff 
level, added a second full-time minister, and 
expanded programs as planned in the Budget. 
With the current economic climate, we were 
unable to balance our budget and ended the 
year with an operating deficit of $32,000.  

The financial position remains strong with the 
following year-end fund balances: 

Unrestricted:
• Operating Fund - $82,700
• Bequest Fund - $130,400

Restricted:
• Capital Fund - $362,400
• Refugee Fund - $73,000

In February, the 2016 budget was approved 
unanimously by the congregation with a 
projected operating deficit of $108,000. 
Significant attention is being paid to new 
stewardship initiatives as we explore new ways 
of funding our growing operations. 

The continued growth and success of Hillhurst 
United depends on everyone’s contributions, 
be they financial gifts or offerings of time and 
talent. The Finance Committee thanks you 
for your investments, which sustain us on the 
journey. 

Diane Hutchison, Chair
Catharine Leung, Treasurer
Henry Fujimuro, Committee Member
Bridget Foursha, Committee Member
Peter Kelsch, Committee Member
Nancy Watts, Finance Administrator

finance reports & statements

“Home is where family and friends are welcome to come and share their lives.”
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 2015  2014

Assets
Current Assets

   Cash  240,544  246,506 

   Investments  417,624  409,498 

   Receivables and prepaids  13,096  15,730 

       Total Current Assets  $671,264  $671,734 

Fixed Assets
Land, buildings and equipment  1,457,647  1,457,647

       TOTAL ASSETS  $2,128,911  $2,129,381

Liabilities
Current Liabilities

    Accounts payable  13,628  17,549 

    Deferred revenue  9,179 12,535 

       Total Current Liabilities  $22,807 $30,084 

Net Assets
Restoration & Capital Projects Fund 362,448 375,677 

Refugee Fund  72,959  - 

Property Fund  1,457,647  1,457,647 

       Total Restricted Funds  1,893,054  1,833,324 

Bequest Fund  130,377  151,033 

Operating Fund  82,673  114,940 

       Total Unrestricted Funds  213,050  265,973 

       Total Net Assets      2,106,104  2,099,297 

       TOTAL LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS  $2,128,911  $2,129,381 

Unaudited Statement of Financial Position
as at December 31, 2015
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Unaudited Statement of Operations
for the Year Ending December 31, 2015

 2015  2014

Revenue
Contributions  606,287  550,799 

Programs and ministries  121,236  107,933 

Rental income  56,828  66,143 

Fundraising and miscellaneous  36,669  19,729 

Investment income  7,478  7,904 

Funds transferred from Bequest  31,065  20,000 

        $859,563   $772,508 

Expenses
Salaries, wages and benefits  641,003 534,437 

Programs and ministries  111,669  93,520 

Building operations  57,432  62,431 

General and administrative 54,439  49,647 

Fundraising and miscellaneous 4,090 9,482 

UCC Presbytery and Conference fees  23,197  21,411 

       $891,830  $770,928 

OPERATIONS SURPLUS/(DEFICIT)  $(32,267)  $1,580
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Unaudited Statement of Changes in Fund Balances
for the Year Ending December 31, 2015

 RESTRICTED FUNDS  UNRESTRICTED FUNDS 

 Restoration & 
Capital Projects  Refugee  Property  Bequest  Operating

Opening Fund Balance, Jan 1, 2015  $375,677   $1,457,647  $151,033  $114,940 
Source of Funds

   Contributions  3,550  72,959  -  32,282 828,498
   Transfer from Bequest Fund  21,873 31,065
      Total Sources  25,423  72,959 -   32,282  859,563 
Use of Funds

   Operations Deficit 891,830 
   Transfer Bequest to Operating  31,065 

   Transfer Bequest to R & CP  21,873 
   Journey project expenditures  8,612 
   Accessibility project expenditures  8,167 
   Capital maintenance expenditures  21,873 
      Total Uses  38,652  -  -  52,938  891,830 
Net Surplus / (Deficit) (13,229) 72,959 - (20,656) (32,267)
Closing Fund Balance, Dec 31, 2015  $362,448  $72,959  $1,457,647  $130,377  $82,673 
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 RESTRICTED FUNDS  UNRESTRICTED FUNDS 

 Restoration & 
Capital Projects  Refugee  Property  Bequest  Operating

Opening Fund Balance, Jan 1, 2015  $375,677   $1,457,647  $151,033  $114,940 
Source of Funds

   Contributions  3,550  72,959  -  32,282 828,498
   Transfer from Bequest Fund  21,873 31,065
      Total Sources  25,423  72,959 -   32,282  859,563 
Use of Funds

   Operations Deficit 891,830 
   Transfer Bequest to Operating  31,065 

   Transfer Bequest to R & CP  21,873 
   Journey project expenditures  8,612 
   Accessibility project expenditures  8,167 
   Capital maintenance expenditures  21,873 
      Total Uses  38,652  -  -  52,938  891,830 
Net Surplus / (Deficit) (13,229) 72,959 - (20,656) (32,267)
Closing Fund Balance, Dec 31, 2015  $362,448  $72,959  $1,457,647  $130,377  $82,673 

thank you

Thank you to the following people for significant help 
in creating the 2016 Annual Report.

Design: Adrea Wirl
Lead Editor: Pam Rocker

Contributors and editors:
John Pentland, Danielle Ayana James, Terry Rock, 
Helena Lamb, Gail Niinimaa, Pam Rocker, 
Susan Cooper, Beth Workman, Bryce Paton, 
Sheena Trotter-Dennis, Jen Currier, Pace Anhorn, 
Nancy Chegus, Justin Macosky, Lori Follis, 
Don Workman, Sandra Hayes-Gardiner, 
Joanne Kellough, Becky Rock, Jim Robertson, 
Cheryl Hayduck, Robin Galey, Clint Marble, 
Nancy Watts, Diane Hutchison, Anne Yates-Laberge,
Sarah Elliot, Kyla Hamm, Denise Semos

Thank you to everyone who contributed photos.
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