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Minister' s Report
rev. dr. john pentland

At	Hillhurst	United	Church	we	seek	to	live	out	four	core	values:	Hospitality,	Spirituality,	
Social	 Justice	 and	 Risk.	 They	 guide	 our	 work	 and	 help	 us	 engage	 people	 in	 our	 
intentional	ministries.

This	past	year	was	busy,	productive,	and	presented	its	share	of	challenges.	These	began	
last	fall,	with	the	difficult	decision	to	end	the	pastoral	relationship	with	Danielle	Ayana	
James.	The	hard	work	of	our	Board	members	and	Ministry	and	Personnel	committee	
allowed	this	process	to	be	as	confidential	and	professional	as	possible.	We	wish	Danielle	well	in	her	future.

December	was	a	rich	month	in	worship.	Four	Christmas	Eve	services	culminated	in	our	highest	attendance	
ever:	1,608	people.

We	kicked	off	January	2018	with	an	invitation	to	a	year	of	the	“Theology	of	Play”.	We	are	now	exploring	how	
play	works	in	worship,	meetings,	and	congregational	events.	This	playful	spirit	 is	attractive	and	engaging.	I	
believe	it	is	an	ancient	gift	that	helps	communities	know	each	other	and	discern	ways	forward.	I	look	forward	
to	continuing	this	focus	as	we	connect	more	fully	to	the	Spirit.

This	past	year	I	was	pleased	to	serve	the	United	Church	of	Canada	by	delivering	workshops	in:	Guelph,	London	
and	Burlington,	Ontario,	and	High	River,	Alberta.	I	spoke	at	many	meetings,	including:	the	Unitarian	Church	
Western	 Fall	 Gathering	 2017;	 Ploughshares	 Calgary	 Society;	 Suicide	 Prevention	 Alberta	 Conference;	 and	
Knights	of	Round	Table	Alberta.	I	appreciate	the	opportunity	to	share	theology	publicly,	and	will	continue	to	
serve in this way.

I	also	try	to	engage	in	public	theology	by	providing	articles	and	interviews	to	support	local	media	content.	
Hillhurst	United	Church	is	seen	as	a	valued	public	voice	in	Calgary	and	beyond.	See	“In	the	News”	on	page	17	
for	current	examples.

I	continue	to	serve	the	Calgary	Presbytery	Executive	in	monthly	meetings	and	served	on	the	ReCall	Ministry	
event	in	May	for	UCC	clergy.		

This	spring	I	also	provided	leadership	to	support	programs	on:	new	membership,	the	enneagram,	and	marriage	
prep.	Time	spent	with	our	Thrive	group	and	Confirmation	class	engaged	me	 (and	others)	 in	age-sensitive	
curiousity.	We	are	lucky	to	have	so	many	people	in	our	congregation	who	are	from	a	younger	demographic.	

I	continue	to	be	part	of	Spiritual	Nurture	planning,	and	I	am	pleased	with	who	and	how	many	people	from	the	
congregation	and	beyond	participate.	We	are	gifted	with	amazing	leaders	and	resource	people.

Weddings,	baptisms	and	funerals	are	rites	of	passage	that	connect	people	to	Hillhurst	United	Church	and	
deepen	their	faith	journey.	I	value	the	opportunity	to	be	with	people	through	celebration	and	sorrow.

I	will	 take	 some	necessary	 time	 away	 for	 surgery	 and	 physical	 healing	 this	 summer,	 and	 look	 forward	 to	
continuing	my	ministry	to	the	Hillhurst	United	Church	congregation	this	fall.

Peace,
John
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Minister' s Report

Ministry & Personnel

rev. sheena trotter-dennis

Willow Brocke  |		Chair	of	the	Committee

Earlier	this	year,	our	Ministry	and	Personnel	Chair,	Willow	Brocke,	asked	our	staff	two	
questions:	“What	attracted	you	to	Hillhurst	United	Church?”	and,	“Why	do	you	stay?”	
These	 are	 great	 questions	 for	 reflection,	 especially	 for	 those	 of	 us	 who	 choose	 to 
work here.

I	was	attracted	to	Hillhurst	United	Church	because	you	were	progressive,	authentic	and	
did	ritual	and	theology	in	meaningful	ways.	I	was	curious	about	how	this	all	worked	in	
a UCC church. I was curious about John’s ability to connect with so many who had been hurt by the church. 
And	I	loved	the	edginess	of	the	context	and	services.	

Why	do	I	stay?	For	all	of	these	reasons,	and	because	of	the	amazing	people	I	now	know.	You	are	a	beautiful	
community of people who teach me so much – who teach me love and compassion and spirituality and 
affirming	work	and	right	relations	and	how	to	be	in	an	authentic	community.	It	is	a	place	that	is	supportive,	
forgiving	 and	 also	 challenging	 –	 it	 pulls	 and	 stretches	 me	 in	 ways	 that	 continue	 to	 surprise	 and	 shape. 
Thank you! 

This	 year	 it	 has	 been	 my	 honour	 to	 work	 in	 many	 different	 capacities	 –	 preaching	 monthly,	 providing 
theological	 oversight	 for	 the	 KidSpace	 and	 Youth	 Sunday	 morning	 curriculum,	 offering	 congregational	
care,	providing	leadership	to	Spiritual	Nurture	and	Thrive,	participating	in	weekly	worship	preparation	and	
administrative	meetings.	

I	give	thanks	for	being	on	this	journey	with	you	all.

Peace,
Sheena

It	 was	 a	 busy	 year	 for	 the	Ministry	&	 Personnel	 Committee,	with	 the	 development	 of	 
a	new	staffing	model	to	ensure	the	church	continues	to	offer	unique	programming	within	
budget	 targets.	 Developing	 the	 new	model	 involved	 getting	 to	 know	 how	 things	work	
behind	the	scenes	and	how	staff	can	best	support	the	ministry	leads.

It	 also	 required	 “thinking	 outside	 the	 box”	 to	 create	 a	 dynamic,	 sustainable	 organizational	 structure	 that	
supports	Hillhurst	United	Church’s	creative	and	visionary	way	of	getting	things	done.

Current	 Chair	 Willow	 Brocke	 thanks	 outgoing	 members	 Deanna	 Girard	 and	 Heather	 McOuatt	 for	 their	 
support	during	 this	past	year.	She	also	welcomes	new	members	Dale	Mastre,	Gord	Gunther	and	 Jeanette	
Carlson,	who	bring	new	energy	and	skills	to	the	committee	as	it	continues	to	support	the	staff	of	Hillhurst	
United Church.  
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the staff at hillhurst united church work selflessly and tirelessly to help the programs they love and 
believe in come to life in a dynamic and meaningful way.

There	have	been	significant	changes	 in	staffing	this	past	year.	With	help	 from	our	Ministry	and	Personnel	
committee,	we	restructured	to	employ	a	smaller	number	of	staff	in	full	time	roles.	This	involved	combining	
several	part	time	roles	into	new	full	time	positions	that	blend	a	variety	of	responsibilities.

In	 the	new	structure,	Anne	Yates-Laberge	 is	 leading	 the	staff	and	overseeing	most	 small	ministry	 support	
tasks.	 She	 also	 continues	 her	 excellent	 work	 of	 leading	 the	 youth	 group.	 Robin	 Galey	 joined	 us	 in	 fall	
2017,	 initially	 part	 time	 to	 provide	 executive	 assistance	 to	 Rev.	 John	 Pentland,	 and	 then	 full	 time,	
blending	 this	work	with	her	new	 role	 as	 communications	 lead.	Helena	 Lamb	now	 supports	 the	 team	 full 
time,	 handling	 office	 administration,	 supporting	 baptism,	 wedding	 and	 funeral	 planning,	 and	 leading	 
volunteer	engagement.

helena lamb
Office	&	Engagement	Lead

robin hope Galey
EA	&	Communications	Lead

susan cooper
Contemplative	Ministry	Lead

Nancy Watts
Finance Administrator

anne yates-laberge
Staff	Lead	& 

Youth Ministry Coordinator
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keith Murray
Affirming	Coordinator



Susan	 Cooper	 took	 a	 short	 leave	 of	 absence	 in	 early	 2018.	 	 She	 continues	 to	 support	 the	 Contemplative	
Ministry.	 In	 early	 2018	 Keith	 Murray	 assumed	 the	 role	 of	 affirming	 coordinator	 and	 Ilinca	 Poon	 was 
promoted	 to	 KidSpace	 lead.	 Nancy	 Watts	 continued	 to	 provide	 excellent	 leadership	 for	 a	 variety	 of 
church	activities,	 including	 community	 lunches,	 and	keeps	us	all	 on	 track	with	finance	administration.	The	
new	 structure	eliminated	 the	position	of	 executive	director.	 	As	 a	 result	 of	 this	 change	 Lisa	 Falkowsky	 left 
Hillhurst	United	Church	in	April	2018.

justin Macosky
Choral Director

Bruce petherick
Accompanist

ilinca poon
Children’s	Ministry	Lead

adam schlinker
KidSpace

herman schiu-hong Ng
KidSpace

Bethenie tillett-Wair
KidSpace

tiffany Neufeld
KidSpace

Megan kontrimas
Youth	Group
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our worship services and the seven-day-a-week operations 
of hillhurst united church are made possible through a large 
group of dedicated volunteers who offer their time and 
talent each week. We could not function without
these amazing people. they help our
church thrive. 

We	also	have
opportunities	for
people to become
baptismal	assistants,	wedding,
funeral and memorial hosts to help 
with these sacred moments at
the church.

Each day we strive to help our community 
connect	with	others	and	serve	in	a	meaningful
way	through	the	many	roles	that	make	this	place	run.	
If	you	are	interested	in	volunteering,	or	taking	a	leadership
role	in	any	of	these	areas,	please	contact	us	through	the	church	office.	
The	invitation	is	always	open	to	join	our	volunteer	team.

Many	thanks	to	Heather-Lynn	Cameron	who	supported	volunteer	engagement	for	the	first	part
of	the	year.		Helena	Lamb	now	leads	volunteer	engagement.

Volunteers
Since

July 1, 2017
we have had over

529
volunteerS

for our two
Sunday ServiceS

alone 

vo lu N t e e r r o l e s:  Administrative	 support,	 IT	 support,	 skilled	 trades	 for	 preventative	 and 

restoration	maintenance	of	our	building,	worship	coordination,	hosting	and	coffee	service	 for	Sunday	

services,	 serving	 communion,	 bread	 kneading,	 lunch	 crew,	 kitchen	 clean-up,	 Sunday	 lunch	 support,	

hospitality	for	guests,	setting	up	and	taking	down	chairs,	special	event	support,	and	MORE	.	.	.	
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Membership
here at hillhurst united church, we describe 
the church congregation as a collection of three 
types of people: the curious, the comfortable 
and the committed.

There	are	many	ways	to	get	engaged	in	church:	
attending	Sunday	services;	stepping	up	to	serve	
in	 various	 acts	 of	 hospitality;	 lending	time	and	
talent	 to	 a	ministry	 team	 or	 project;	 providing	
regular	 financial	 support	 to	 fuel	 the	 church’s	
mission…	these	are	 just	 some	of	 the	signs	of	a	
person	migrating	 from	 Curious	 to	 Comfortable	
to	Committed.

Membership	is	a	significant	step	that	allows	the	
committed	to	 fully	participate	 in	 the	 life	of	 the	
church,	including	taking	on	a	board	position	and	
voting	on	significant	issues,	such	as	the	hiring	of	
a	new	minister	or	changes	to	church	property.

In	February	2018,	Hillhurst	United	Church	led	a	
membership	 class	 for	 interested	 congregants.	
Most	 who	 attended	 the	 class	 became	 full	
members	 afterward	 in	 a	 special	 Membership	
Service	held	Sunday,	March	18,	2018.	

We	were	also	pleased	 to	accept	 transfers	 from	
other United Churches. Here is a list of those 
who became members of Hillhurst United 
Church over the past year.

•	 Valerie	Baggaley
•	 Willow	Brocke
•	 Nicole	Gifford
•	 John	Kittell
•	 Maria	Lau
•	 Darlene	Loney
•	 John	Loney
•	 Patty	Nowlin
•	 Laura	Olive

•	 Larry	Pearce
•	 Lynn	Pearce
•	 Terry	Peterson
•	 Herman	Shiu-Hong	Ng
•	 Edie	Smith
•	 Rolf	Stengl
•	 Debra	Tomkins
•	 Greg	Tomkins
•	 Jan	Wittig

if you are interested in becoming a member of 
hillhurst united church, please call our church 
office to be notified when the next membership 
class will be held.

if you are comfortable with being curious or  
content to stay comfortable, that’s fine too.

Whoever you are, wherever you're at, join us on the journey.
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	 •	 Amy	Haynes		 	
	 •	 Theodore	Haynes		 	Kenton	Hryyk	and	Amy	Haynes
	 •	 Alexander	Mellace		 	Spencer	Mellace	and	Kate	Mellace
	 •	 Finley	Rose	Dowell		 	Justin	Dowell	and	Alicia	Dowell
	 •	 Isaac	Logan	Birch	Oxman		 	Michael	Robert	Oxman	and	Sarah	Pearl	Birch
	 •	 Mason	Lloyd	Zehner		 	Douglas	Zehner	and	Karina	Zehner
	 •	 Karina	Zehner		 	Li	Jingzhu	and	Wang	Jian	
	 •	 Lewis	Osaka	Guild		 	Aubrey	Guild-Young	and	Kelly	Osaka
	 •	 Zachara	Edward	Alcide		 	Max	Alcide	and	Mandy	Alcide
	 •	 Zeke	James	Hart		 	Sean	Hart	and	Jessica	Dickey
	 •	 Adaline	Grace	Bishop		 	Keith	Bishop	and	Jennifer	Bishop
	 •	 Oakley	Everest	John	Noseworthy		 	Curtis	Noseworthy	and	Jailene	van	Grinsven
	 •	 Maelle	Elizabeth	Zuvic		 	Linda	Zuvic	and	Shannon	Rhodes
	 •	 Maia	Ryan	Richardson	 	Daryl	Richardson	and	Chrissy	Richardson
	 •	 Aiden	James	Kreitner	 	Michael	Kreitner	and	Breffney	Kreitner
	 •	 Sienna	Rae	Langdon	Beck	 	Greg	Beck	and	Rae	Anne	Langdon
	 •	 Bo	Lee	Ronald	Green	 	Josh	Green	and	Ashley	Green
	 •	 Evelyn	Karyn	Findlay	Townsend	 	Jeff	Townsend	and	Gillian	Findlay
	 •	 Lucas	Sjerp	Woolner	 	Aaron	Woolner	and	Geraldine	Ysselstein
	 •	 Niels	Barrett	Crowther	 	Matthew	Barrett	Crowther	and	Erica	Ann	Crowther
	 •	 Peter	Wolf	Sorensen	 	Lief	Derek	Sorensen	and	Emily	Annette	Sorensen
	 •	 Clara	Candice	Jean	Rolleman	 	Matthew	Rolleman	and	Nisha	Rolleman
	 •	 John	Sebastian	Findlay	 	Jonathon	Peter	Findlay	and	Stephanie	Dawn	VandenBerg

Baptisms are held once each month, following a baptismal class offered 
to participating parents. it is a privilege for us to provide this sacred 
time. congratulations to the following children and their parents:

Baptisms
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We	 host	 about	 20	 weddings	 each	 year	 at	 Hillhurst	 United	
Church.	As	an	affirming	church,	we	welcome	all	people	to	get	
married	in	our	sanctuary.	A	marriage	prep	class	is	held	once	
each	year,	offering	couples	tools	and	skills	to	support	them	in	
having	a	happy	and	successful	married	life.

We	congratulate	the	following	couples	on	their	weddings	this	
past	year,	and	are	so	thankful	to	have	been	able	to	share	in	
such	a	meaningful	part	of	their	lives	together.

Weddings

•	 Jennifer	Frohlich	and	Nicolaas	Jonk
•	 Isabel	Chan	and	Jack	Sreekumar
•	 Rachelle	McGrath	and	Bobby	Samuel
•	 Jocelyn	Adamo	and	Daniel	Hickey
•	 Kathleen	Baker	and	Steven	Ash
•	 Rachel	Kulasa	and	Alex	Sosnowski
•	 Kathleen	Renne	and	Cameron	Gerlitz
•	 Christine	Martin	and	Jay	Stromsmoe
•	 Taryn	Gibson	and	Matt	Galachiuk
•	 Jessica	Crookshanks	and	Kevin	Tamikado
•	 Jennifer	Dick	and	Kirk	Howell
•	 Kate	Curtis	and	Zane	Pedersen
•	 Amy	Agidius	and	Jason	Thomas
•	 Zoe	Klintberg	and	Stephen	Nagy
•	 Amy	Monk	and	Devon	Allen
•	 Andrew	Oosting	and	Shane	Nizinkevich
•	 Diane	Hutchison	and	David	Quinn

•	 Nathan	O’Brien
•	 Kathryn	Liknes
•	 Alvin	Liknes
•	 Shannon	Mitchell
•	 Mitchell	Cox
•	 Stella	Fedori
•	 Shirley	Usselman
•	 Abby	Adams
•	 Bill	France
•	 Roger	Stone

Memorials
We	are	 pleased	 to	 be	 able	 to	 offer	 people	 the	 opportunity	
to hold funerals and memorial services in the sanctuary 
at	 Hillhurst	 United	 Church.	 Our	 caring	 staff	 can	 provide	
a	meaningful,	 sacred	time	 for	 people	 grieving	 the	 loss	 of	 a	
loved	one.	Also,	with	the	help	of	many	volunteers,	we	offer	
a	 reception	 following	memorial	 services,	 creating	 space	 for	
families	 to	 gather	 with	 the	 people	 who	 love	 and	 support	
them.	Thank	you	to	all	who	serve	the	community	in	this	way,	
and our sincere condolences to the friends and family of those 
who	died	this	year.		Services	for	the	following	individuals	were	
held here this past year.
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We	 celebrated	 our	 ninth	 annual	 anniversary	 of	 becoming	 an	 Affirming	 Ministry	 in	 April	 2017!	 We	 had	
special	music	and	rainbow	candles	in	honour	of	the	anniversary.	We	also	published	a	postcard	and	buttons 
celebrating	nine	years	of	 Love	embracing	 the	 full	 spectrum.	Keith	Murray,	our	new	Affirming	Coordinator	
spoke	on	the	nature	of	colour,	perception,	and	the	full	spectrum	light	of	God’s	Love:

“If	you	are	a	person	of	faith	and	identify	anywhere	on	the	LGBTQ2I+	spectrum,	finding	a	faith	community	
where	you	can	open	up	and	be	all	parts	of	yourself	is	not	easy.	The	reality	of	facing	harsh	rejection,	attempts	
to	force	individuals	to	change,	or	having	to	hide	one’s	truth,	is	real.

Affirming	is	recognizing	that	difference	is	beautiful.	The	Love	in	each	of	us,	however	it	expresses	itself,	joins	
together	in	God’s	Light	that	illumines	all	–	a	light	that	doesn’t	ask	us	to	hide,	but	invites	us	to	stand	together	
and	let	our	true	colours	shine.”

Love is full spectrum
keith Murray 

Affirming Ministry
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•	 Welcomed	Keith	Murray	as	our	new	Affirming	Coordinator.	
•	 Co-presented	with	Fairy	Tales	and	Fierté	Canada	Pride	the	documentary	“Fish	Out	of	Water,”	followed	by 

a	moderated	panel	discussion	for	over	150	people.	
•	 Continued	to	build	our	resource	library	of	affirming	books	on	important	topics	on	the	intersections	of	faith	

and	LGBTQ2IA+.
•	 Marched	together	(over	100)	in	the	2017	Pride	Parade	after	a	special	Pride	Service	led	by	Pam	Rocker.
•	 Hosted	 the	 third	 edition	 of	 “Coming	 Out	 in	 Faith	 Monologues”,	 in	 which	 five	 amazing,	 unique	 and	

heartfelt	 stories	were	 shared	 about	 navigating	 identity	 and	 faith	 journeys.	 Nearly	 200	members	 of	 the 
community	attended.

•	 Grew	 our	 ongoing	 monthly	 group	 for	 LGBTQ2IA+	 folks	 of	 faith	 “Something	 Completely	 Different”	 to	
create	a	second	bi-monthly	gathering	that	includes	allies	and	go-out	events	out	in	the	community:	films, 
theatre,	 board	 game	 cafes,	 etc.	 We’re	 calling	 it	 “Something 
Totally Out-There!”

•	 Continued	to	host	a	group	for	Parents	of	LGBTQ2IA+	individuals	
to connect and share stories and resources.

•	 Hosted	a	Queer	Christmas	Brunch,	a	warm	and	loving	event	for	
those	who	may	not	have	great	experiences	around	the	holidays	
to come be in community and have fun.

•	 Continued	to	work	with	Pam	Rocker,	through	her	new	regional	
role	 at	 Affirming	 Connections,	 and	 many	 other	 community	
organizations,	 churches	 and	 faith	 communities	 to	 share	
resources	and	spread	the	Love.

This year we . . . 
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Contemplative Ministry
susan cooper 

Theologian	Karl	 Rahner	 famously	quipped	 that	 the	
“Christian	of	 the	future	 is	a	mystic	or	will	not	exist	
at	 all.”	 In	 this	 bold	 statement,	 Rahner	 prophesied	
how	 institutionalized	 faith	 would	 give	 way	 to	 a	
living	 spirituality.	 Throughout	 time,	 throughout	 all	
religious	traditions	–	and	by	way	of	no	traditional	at	
all	–	people	seeking	to	discover	something	deeper	in	
the	self	and	life	have	experienced	at	least	a	taste	of	
the	presence	Rahner	points	to.	In	so	doing,	we	gain	
equally	bold	inklings	as	to	why	this	“contact”	might	
be some of our most important work in the world.

Put	 another	 way,	 this	 profoundly	 participatory	
spirituality	teaches	us	that	we	may	grow	in	conscious	
touch	 with	 the	 transforming	 and	 creative	 spiritual	
forces	of	 love,	 forgiveness	and	 freedom;	and,	even	
more,	learn	to	live	by	them.	In	its	10-year	history,	the	
Hillhurst	United	Church	Contemplative	Ministry	has	
offered	a	quiet	sanctuary	for	the	exploration	of	these	
teachings,	 spiritual	 practices,	 the	 companionship	
of	 sacred	 community,	 and	 mentorship	 for	 this	
challenging	and	most	beautiful	journey.	

Currently,	DAYBREAK	Contemplative	Ministry	meets	
at	 7am	 every	 Wednesday	 morning,	 co-facilitates	
learning	 opportunities	 throughout	 the	 year,	 and	
provides	one-on-one	spiritual	direction.	This	year,	in	
addition	to	the	ever-present	practice	of	meditation,	
we	 are	 dedicating	 our	 efforts	 to	 the	 powerful	
practice	of	“sacred	reading,	sacred	listening.”

Looking	 forward	 to	 the	 year	 ahead,	 we	 plan	 to	
continue	 to	 expand	 our	 ministry	 with	 incremental	
learning	opportunities,	leadership	training,	retreats,	
and	immersion	studies.	We	host	between	30	and	50	
people	of	diverse	faith	backgrounds,	ranging	in	age	
from	22	to	86.
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poetry as prayer: Acclaimed writer and poetry therapist Richard Osler joined us in October for his
third annual Poetry as Prayer weekend workshop.
sex aNd spirituality:	In	November,	minister	and	sex	therapist	Sue	Browning	traveled	to	Hillhurst	United	
Church	to	provide	an	evening	talk	on	Sex	and	Spirituality	and	a	workshop	on	The	Value	of	Intimacy.	
coNscious evolutioN:	In	December,	Bruce	Sanguin	provided	events	on	Evolutionary	Spirituality	and	
Uncovering	Our	Evolutionary	Purpose.
read it or Not Book cluB: In	early	2018,	we	met	Monday	nights	to	contemplate	and	converse
about	6	philosophical	texts.
defiNitely Not the oscars: Over	five	Monday	nights	in	February-March,	we	discussed	the	themes
of	five	movies	selected	for	their	ability	to	inspire	wonder,	curiousity	and	play.	
dyiNG Well: In	this	6-week	series	in	April	and	May,	participants	talked	about	how	to	prepare	themselves
and	their	loved	ones	for	the	best	possible	death.	Topics	covered	included:	ritualizing	death;	medically	
assisted	dying;	advance	care	and	funeral	planning;	and	managing	grief.	
BecoMiNG christed: In	this	May	workshop,	Bruce	Sanguin	invited	participants	to	explore	their	own	Christ	
nature	and	consider	the	primary	obstacles	to	its	full	realization.	It	was	his	first	visit	to	Hillhurst	United	Church	
as	theologian	in	residence,	a	project	funded	through	the	church’s	new	Innovation	Fund.
tWelve seNses: Calgary	Psychologist	Beth	Hedva	
introduced	over	50	participants	to	the	12	senses	as	
understood	by	the	ancient	Egyptians,	and	helped	us	
explore	how	to	build	a	deeper	connection	to	the
subtle,	intangible	world.

the team behind spiritual Nurture planning and hospitality 
includes: donna friesen, janet frohlich, robin Galey and 
john pentland. We appreciate the contributions of all 
who offer time as presenters and support hospitality, and 
welcome ideas for future spiritual Nurture events.

people gather in our heritage room on Monday evenings and the occasional weekend to nurture their 
spiritual connections with themselves and others. spiritual Nurture events offer a combination of content, 
conversation and connection. over the past year, up to 60 people from the congregation and wider 
community came together to explore the following themes.

Spiritual Nurture
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The	Knit	or	Knot	group	is	busy	every	Monday	from	1	to	3	pm	knitting	our	
prayer	shawls.	The	shawls	are	shared	throughout	the	week	bringing	great	
comfort	 to	 those	 in	need	of	 a	 “prayerful	 hug”.	 The	group	also	has	 a	 few	
members	who	knit	shawls	but	are	unable	to	attend	our	weekly	gatherings.		
We	have	about	15	knitters	in	total	–	a	group	of	crafty,	fun	people	who	come	
together	 to	 laugh	and	build	 friendships	while	 supporting	 the	community.	
New	knitters	are	always	welcome.

The	Prayer	Chain	is	a	group	of	individuals	who	offer	prayers	confidentially	
for people in our community and around the world. Updates are 
shared	 among	 the	 group	 regularly.	 Confidentiality	 is	 required. 
If	 you	 are	 interested	 in	 becoming	 part	 of	 the	 prayer	 chain,	 contact	 
kelly turner:   prayer@hillhurstunited.com

congregational care provides spiritual, emotional and physical support for the hillhurst community 
in times of triumph, tragedy, joy and sorrow. some of this ministry’s offerings include: care team, 
prayer shawls, real comfort food, and card Ministry. if you would like to be involved or would like 
to receive care, please contact: care@hillhurstunited.com

Knit or Knot

Prayer Chain

Pet Blessing

Bike Blessing

Congregational Care

106
prayer ShawlS

were made
thiS year
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Being at the heart of such a vibrant community, it’s not 
uncommon to find news of hillhurst united church in the 
mainstream media. Below are a few headlines from this 
past year. find links to the full articles on the hillhurst 
united church facebook page.

These	themes	touch	on	our	values	of	building	community,	
and	learning	about	faith,	and	service.	Over	the	past	year,	
Thrive	has:	prepared	Sunday	lunches	for	the	community;	
painted	the	gymnasium	washrooms;	and	cooked	food	for	
the Everyday Outreach ministry

Guest-leaders	 come	 to	 Thrive	 to	 teach	 us	 more	 about	
theology.	This	year:	John	and	Sheena	looked	at	scripture	
with	 us;	 Pam	 Rocker	 talked	 about	 what	 it	 means	 to	
be	 an	 Affirming	 community;	 Jillian	 Thomson	 spoke	
about	 sexuality	 and	 spirituality;	 Susan	 Cooper	 led	 on	
contemplative	practices;	and	Zoe	Say	led	a	drum	circle.

thrivers can be found sitting together in the pews on sunday morning, eating lunch after service,  
volunteering together around the church, and welcoming new youngish adults to hillhurst.

since july of last year, thrive has continued to be an important, fun, inclusive 
community for people at hillhurst united church in their 20s and 30s. 
each month we rotate through four types of thrive nights: social/fun;  
content and conversation; Minister visitor; and volunteering/service.

Thrive

In The News
150 Ways to reconcile
The	Globe	and	Mail,	August	2017

affirming coordinator pam rocker 
Wins top 40 under 40
Avenue	Magazine,	October	2017

a calgary church Welcomed some 
furry friends Wednesday
CBC	Calgary,	October	2017

pentland: oscars are a chance to 
deepen our understanding
Calgary	Herald,	February	2018

pentland: christians aren’t foolish 
for celebrating easter
Calgary	Herald,	March	2018

Minister pitches Microbrewery 
“pastor’s pilsner” to connect calgarians
CBC	Calgary,	April	2018

every day is earth day
Calgary	Herald,	April	2018

coming out in faith set to Be 
performed in calgary church
Global	News,	April	2018

calgary church’s Bells to toll 49 times 
in Memory of orlando shooting victims
Calgary	Herald,	June	2018

we hang out together at …
the board game café, the pub,  the coffee 

Shop, in each other’S homeS, at the Science 
centre, in the park, by the river … 

we hang out together at …
the board game café, the pub,  the coffee 

Shop, in each other’S homeS, at the Science 
centre, in the park, by the river … 
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The	Youth	Group	at	Hillhurst	United	Church	has	shown	significant	growth	 in	2017-18.	There	are	currently	
35	youth	registered	and	18	to	20	participate	weekly.	We	meet	on	Friday	nights	and	enjoy	a	wide	variety	of	
activities	under	the	leadership	of	Anne	Yates-Laberge	and	Megan	Kontrimas.

Over	the	course	of	this	year,	the	Youth	Group	focused	on	learning	about	service	in	leadership,	and	participated	
in	many	service	projects,	including:	volunteering	at	the	Drop	In	Centre,	reading	scripture	for	worship	services,	
volunteering	for	a	bottle	drive,	and	making	cookies	for	Brown	Bagging	for	Calgary’s	Kids.

In	November	2017,	Mayor	Naheed	Nenshi	came	and	spoke	to	us	about	 leadership	and	service.	The	same	
evening	we	heard	psychologist	Sue	Browning	share	her	thoughts	on	what	it	means	to	be	beautiful.	It	was	a	
great	experience	for	all.

The	youth	were	active	 leaders	 in	 the	church	community,	 assisting	with	a	 few	 larger	KidSpace	parties	and	
activities.	We	look	forward	to	another	year	of	growing	and	learning	together.

Youth Group

Youth Ministry

This year . . . 
some	of	our	highlights	included:	
	 •	Floating	down	the	Bow	River
	 •	Iron	Chef	Cooking	Challenge
	 •	Bowling
	 •	Roller	Skating
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Confirmation	 class	 is	 an	 opportunity	 for	 inquisitive	 students	 in	 grades	 10	 through	 12	 to	 get	 together	 for	
some	 fun,	 engaging	 conversations	about	 social	 and	 spiritual	 issues	 important	 to	 them,	and	 to	 affirm	 their	
commitment to the United Church of Canada.

Hillhurst	United	Church	confirmed	five	youth	in	Sunday	services	on	May	13,	2018:
Sienna	Beck,	Regan	Loney,	William	Nicoll,	Miriam	Thompson-Goodchild	and	Adam	Yates-Laberge.	

Confirmation Class
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Children' s Ministry

This	year	we	divided	our	classes	by	grade	groups.
	 •	 Mr.	Herman	led	the	Nursery;	his	warmth	and	caring	won	over	the	littlest	in	our	church	community.
	 •	 The	ever-enthusiastic	Miss	Bethenie	led	the	Preschool	and	Kindergarten	class.	She	is	our
	 	 longest-standing	teacher.	
	 •	 Grades	1	to	4	have	been	taught	by	energetic	Miss	Tiffany	and	crafty	Miss	Ilinca.
	 •	 Grades	5	to	7	were	taught	by	talented	Miss	Baylee	for	the	first	part	of	the	year.	We	have	been	blessed	

with	wonderful	volunteers	who	helped	us	through	the	remainder	of	the	year.	
	 •	 Endlessly	flexible	Adam	teaches	our	youth.
We	are	blessed	to	continue	into	next	year	with	this	amazing	team	of	teachers	and	leadership.
We	are	also	very	fortunate	to	have	people	like	Jane	Allen,	Tammy	Nelson,	Lea	Komaromi	and	Diane	McPherson	
join	our	team	of	dedicated	volunteers.	They	have	made	a	positive	impact	on	our	program	and	we	are	grateful	
for	their	continued	help	and	support.

	 •	 Partnered	with	the	Outreach	team,	making	sandwiches,	
	 	 cookies	and	compliment	cards	for	Outreach	guests.	
	 •	 Made	Friendship	soup	jars	for	the	Outreach	team.
	 •	 Participated	in	the	Angel	Tree	program.
	 •	 Made	hampers	for	the	Brenda	Stafford	Emergency	Shelter	at	Christmas.
	 •	 Put	together	exciting	Sunday	mornings	at	Halloween	and	Easter,	filled	with	fun	and	games.
	 •	 Is	grateful	to	the	many	congregants	who	donated	items	for	the	children’s	goodie	bags!
at the end of another fantastic year in kidspace, we look forward to all the opportunities and experiences 
the coming year will hold.

kidspace had another amazing year filled with laughter, learning and 
hands-on application of what it means to be a child of God.  our team 
started the year under the leadership of anne yates-laberge and finished 
it under the leadership of ilinca poon. We have been blessed to have both 
these individuals share their passion and talent with the program.

KidSpace

This year , KidSpace . . . 
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Messy Church
What a fabulous year Messy church had!

The	community	is	made	up	of	about	fifteen	regularly	attending	families,	with	
new	families	joining	all	the	time.		The	growth	this	year	was	phenomenal,	
with	 as	 many	 as	 40	 participants	 attending	 our	 monthly	 events.	 Events	
include	fun	themes	and	activities	in	the	church	and	outside	it	as	well.	We	
also	enjoy	breaking	bread	together,	and	share	a	monthly	themed	potluck.

This year , Messy Church . . . 
enjoyed	a	variety	of	themes	including:
	 •		PEACE	 •		Bike	Ride
	 •		Earth	Day	 •		Messy	Art
	 •		Annual	Dance	 •		Spring	Carnival

We look forward to growing this incredible community further in the
year to come.
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the Music Ministry at hillhurst united church spent the 2017-18 season growing our programs to be 
better than ever before.

The	 season	 started	off	 in	 September	with	 the	 launch	of	 the	Music MiNistry support coMMittee. 
This	team	of	volunteers	from	the	loft	and	the	pews	met	throughout	the	year	to	share	ideas	and	big	picture	
planning	while	also	continuing	to	support	the	programs	in	place.	We	look	forward	to	the	exciting	possibilities	
this	team	will	develop	next	year.
The hyMN leadership teaMs	added	a	few	new	members	this	season,	and	throughout	the	year	provided	
some	wonderful	musical	offerings	to	Sunday	services.	
The childreN's choir	celebrated	the	return	of	Lori	Follis	as	director,	and	Jane	Allen	as	accompanist.	They	
worked	hard	from	September	to	December	and	shared	their	musical	gifts	numerous	times	last	fall.	
The adult chorus	 filled	 the	 loft	 to	 the	brim	 this	 past	 year,	with	40	members	participating	during	 the	
Christmas	season.	They	also	worked	hard	to	prepare	for	Choir	Alberta’s	Choralfest	South,	taking	home	a	silver	
ranking.	Through	work	on	expression,	tone,	vowel	production,	and	blend,	the	chorus	put	together	28	pieces	
of music this season.

Hillhurst	 United	 Church	 was	 delighted	 to	 host	 the	 annual	 Twelfth	 Night	 Choral	 Concert	 in	 January,	 
where	 	 over	 150	 choristers	 from	 NW	 Calgary	 
came		together	 in	 	a	night	of	musical	celebration.	
We	 raised	 $1,400	 for	 Canyon	 Church	 Camp,	 and	
filled	the	sanctuary	with	a	mighty	sound!

We look forward to starting up our programming 
again in september 2018, and are excited to 
see what music the next season will bring to  
hillhurst united church!

Music Ministry
justin Macosky
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It	was	my	pleasure	to	serve	as	Producer	of	our	annual	spring	musical	again	this	year,	held	May	4	to	6,	2018. 
Our	 production	 of	 Narnia,	 a	 story	 based	 on	 C.S.	 Lewis’	 The	 Lion,	 the	Witch	 and	 the	Wardrobe,	 brought 
together	 a	 cast	 of	 43	 children,	 youth,	 adults	 and	 seniors.	 Our	 Production	 Team,	 including	 Gail	 Niinimaa, 
Jim	 Thompson-Goodchild,	 Lori	 Follis,	 Anne	 Yates-Laberge,	 Claire	 Yates-Laberge,	 Judy	 Hope	 and	 myself,	
volunteered	countless	hours	of	excellent	leadership	and	expertise.	

We	are	grateful	to	Calgary	Show	Services	for	their	work	on	lighting	and	sound,	and	to	the	other	volunteers	
who	built	sets,	created	props,	and	helped	backstage.	It	takes	a	large	crew	and	coordinated	teamwork	to	bring	
it	all	together.	

The	adventure	began	with	auditions	in	December	2017.		Rehearsals	were	held	weekly	January	through	March,	
then	twice	weekly	through	April,	 leading	up	to	4	performances	May	4	to	6.	About	750	enthusiastic	people	
came	out	to	see	the	show.	We	are	so	grateful	for	all	the	support	we	received	which	helped	the	musical	raise	
$4,000	to	support	programming	at	Hillhurst	United	Church.	

Narnia the Musical
Nancy chegus
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Refugee Ministry
the hillhurst united church refugee Ministry team continues to support refugees through formal
and informal sponsorship and support. this Ministry has relied heavily on a core team of seven 
committed volunteers: lee elliott, patty Nowlin, anne kleffner, Gord Gunther, val Baggaley,
diane cooke and don Workman.

All of our formal one-year sponsorship contracts 
were	 finished	 by	 February	 2018.	 Hillhurst	 is	 not	
currently	providing	ongoing	financial	support	to	any	
refugee	newcomers	to	Canada.

Hillhurst’s	 formal	 sponsorship	of	Mona	Moghandaf	
and	Adnan	Yassin	and	their	daughters	Nour,	Assmaa,	
Ihklas,	 Lamis	 and	Balkis	 ended	 in	 January	of	 2017.	
Sponsorship	 of	 Celestine	 Zacharia	 (Zach)	 Muhire	
ended	 in	October	2017.	Sponsorship	of	Adnan	and	
Mona’s	son,	Thaer	Yassin,	ended	in	February	2018.

The end of formal sponsorship contracts has not 
meant	 the	 end	 of	 our	 relationships	 with	 any	 of 
these	 families.	 The	 Refugee	 Ministry	 Team	 keeps	
in	 close	 contact,	 providing	 support	 and	 enjoying	
friendship	 and	 social	 events	 with	 all	 the	 refugees 
we have sponsored. 

Starting	a	new	life	in	Canada	is	difficult.	Newcomers	
face	 many	 challenges.	 It’s	 great	 to	 see	 that	 the	
refugees	 who	 we	 have	 sponsored	 are	 becoming	
increasingly	 self-sufficient	 as	 they	 become	 more	
established	in	Calgary.

Nour	Yassin	married	Ali	Bilal	on	August	12,	2017.
The	marriage	was	featured	in	a	photo	essay
in	the	Calgary	Herald’s	Swerve	Magazine.

In	February	2018,	Zach’s	brother	Olivier
arrived	in	Canada	as	a	government-sponsored
refugee,	along	with	Zach’s	aunt	Chantelle
and his cousins Robert and Jimmy.

The	Yassins	and	Zach	are	now	car	owners,
which	allows	them	more	freedom	to	get
around.	Adnan	and	Zach	have	their	class	5
drivers’ licenses. Nour and Assmaa impressed
the	congregation	(again)	with	their	mastery	of
English	and	passionate	commitment	to	Canadian
society	when	they	spoke	during	Sunday	services	on	
February	11,	2018.

The	newcomers	are	learning	to	cope	with		Canadian	
winters.	 For	 the	 second	year	 in	a	 row,	a	day	 spent	
tobogganing	 in	 Stanley	 Park	 and	 a	 tubing	 trip	 to 
Mount	Norquay	were	winter	highlights	for	both	the	
newcomers	and	the	Refugee	Ministry	Team.

the refugee Ministry team is now working on applications to sponsor more refugees. We’ll be sharing the 
details of successful applications, and we look forward to working with the congregation while continuing 
to provide support for refugees in the future.
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We are wrapping up our third year of the hillhurst united church right relations circle, and it has been 
extremely busy.  our monthly meetings attract a group of between 12 and 40 people. over the past year, we 
have been involved in a wide array of events and activities:

•	 Hosted	guest	speakers:	Cheryle	Chagnon-Greyeyes,	Marilyn	Shingoose,	Lyall	Gardiner,	Ryan	Anderson,
	 Dr.	Yvonne	Poitras	Pratt,	Dr.	Patricia	Danyluk	and	Glenna	Cardinal.	
•	 Met	with	other	churches	and	community	partners	to	collaborate	on	different	projects.
•	 Screened	documentaries.
•	 Invited	 the	congregation	 to	participate	 in	our	events:	 a	 trip	 to	Fort	Calgary	 to	 see	 the	original	 Treaty	7;	 
	 Missing	and	Murdered	Indigenous	Women’s	March;	6th	Annual	Valentine’s	Day	Women’s	Memorial	March.
•	 Volunteered	with	Walking	With	Our	Sisters	commemorative	art	installation	at	Mount	Royal	University.

In	November	2017,	our	Right	Relations	Leadership	Committee	asked	the	board	for	$15,000	for	the	2018	fiscal	
year	to	support	us	in	taking	our	next	step:	to	build	relations	with	Indigenous	Treaty	partners	in	a	process	we	
hope	will	become	a	 collaborative	Calgary-wide	UCC	 initiative.	The	 funding	was	approved	 in	February	2018	
through	Hillhurst’s	new	Innovation	Fund.		Through	this	commitment,	the	Right	Relations	Circle,	in	collaboration	
with	 the	broader	 church	community,	 including	partner	 churches,	has	developed	a	 covenant	 to	go	 into	 the	
larger	Treaty	7	community:	listening,	learning	from,	engaging	with	and	supporting	Indigenous	peoples,	events,	
and	activities.	We	will	also	be	hiring	a	part	time	Right	Relations	Coordinator	to	help	us	achieve	our	goals.

We	recognize	that,	as	with	all	reconciliation	and	allying	work,	it’s	important	to	listen	and	be	changed	by	what	
is	learned	and	experienced.	With	this	in	mind,	we	have	four MaiN Goals	for	our	Coordinator,	including:

This year we . . . 

Foster	learning
opportunities	to	build
our	understanding	of
the	history	of	indigenous
peoples,	the	truth	of	the
effects	of	intergenerational
trauma	and	residential
schools,	the	value	of
Indigenous	worldviews,
our role as Treaty
people,	and	the	need	for
reconciliation	and	healing.

Support our 
community and
partner churches in
building	connections
with	Indigenous
communities	from	across
Treaty	7,	to	hear	their
stories and seek their
guidance	on	the	best	ways
for us to learn from the
past and protect 
the future.

Challenge	us	to	
grow	to	become
stronger	allies	with
Indigenous	peoples
through	both	current
and	new	activities
and	initiatives.

Provide us with
guidance	as	we	seek
to	build	better
relationships	with
indigenous	communities
and move towards
action	for	reconciliation
and	healing.

1 2 3 4

Right Relations Circle
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at hillhurst united church, we believe that communities are 
strengthened when they break bread together – including through 
the preparation and  serving of it. Accordingly,	with	the	help	of	a 
rotating	stream	of		supportive	volunteers,	a	wholesome	lunch	is	prepared	
each	Sunday.	Everyone	is	welcome	and	invited	to	meet	together	in	the 
gym	after	Sunday	services	 for	 food,	 friendship	and	community	building. 
From	 tacos	 	or	 chilli	 to	 sandwiches	or	burgers,	 the	 variety	of	 food	offered 
is	terrific		and	always	draws	120	to	140	people	on	a	Sunday.

All	Sunday	lunch	attendees	are	invited	to	donate	in	whatever	way	they	are	able	to.	Some	offer	coins,	some	
bills,	and	others	come	with	rolled	up	sleeves,	ready	to	help	with	the	kitchen	clean	up.	A	generous	delivery 
of	surplus	breads	and	treats	brought	in	by	Paul	and	Sandy	Duteau	(compliments	of	COBS	Bread	Bakery)	is	a	
great	gift	to	the	Hillhurst	United	Church	community,	and	we	thank	them	for	their	tireless	efforts.

Sunday Lunch

Community
 Kitchen
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Our	 team	of	10	 volunteers	 serves	 lunch	 to	 an	average	of	 35	people	weekly.	 	 From	September	 to	May	we	
provide	a	home-cooked	hot	lunch	(hearty	soups,	stews,	casseroles).		From	June	through	August	we	provide	
lighter	fare	(soup	and	sandwiches).		We	also	offer	fruit,	desserts	and	snacks	year-round.

We	 are	 pleased	 to	 be	 able	 to	 provide	 small	 amounts	 of	 canned	
goods	 and	 snacks	 for	 those	 who	 are	 food	 insecure,	 along	 with	
donations	 of	 warm	 clothing	 and	 toiletries	 when	 we	 are	 able.		
Many	of	our	Outreach	guests	are	regulars	who	come	to	visit	every	
week,	and	for	whom	we	are	a	regular	part	of	their	food	supply	and 
social network.

Everyday Outreach 
our mission is to provide food, conversation and clothing 
in a stable and welcoming environment to people in  
our community. everyday outreach is open in the hillhurst 
united church gymnasium from 1 to 3 pm on tuesdays, 
Wednesdays and thursdays each week.
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the annual Blender is a major fundraising and ‘social-raising’ event at hillhurst 
united church. the aim is to raise funds and have a ton of fun in the process! 

This	year,	 the	previous	 format	 (a	one-night	party)	 changed	 to	 ‘Blen-Dinners’.	
Nineteen	congregants	opened	their	homes	to	host	dinners	with	unique	themes	
including:	Festive	Fondue,	Wild	Game,	Perfect	Your	Own	Pizza,	Beer-Beef-Beets	
&	‘Beats’,	Mardi	Gras,	Viva	la	Vegan,	Wine-Lover’s	Lane,	Perogy	Party,	Maritime	
Feast,	 Chinese	 New	 Year,	 Holiday	 Hampers,	 Ski-Stroll-Sip-Sup:	 Canmore, 
Holy	 Guacamole,	 Champagne	 Brunch	 &	 Hike,	 Belles’	 Buddha	 Bowls, 
Aaaah	Africa,	Shaw-Shank	&	Redemption,	Surf	‘n	Turf,	and	Cider	&	Sides.	

We	 heard	 rave	 reviews	 about	 the	 delicious	 food	 and	 fabulous	 company. 
At	least	a	few	dinners	included	folks	who	didn’t	know	one	another	in	advance,	
but	left	fast	friends!

Included	 in	 the	 Blender	 events	 was	 a	 concert	 featuring	 Canadian	 vocalist 
Ellen	 Doty.	 Ellen	 performed	 for	 almost	 200	 attendees	 who	 also	 enjoyed	 a 
mid-show	‘Blend’	in	the	Heritage	Room,	where	they	enjoyed	drinks	and	treats	
while	meeting	new	friends.	

Many thanks to the hillhurst united church staff  and our
volunteers who made it
all happen!

Blen-Dinners

150
dinner 
gueStS

$15,000
to Support

huc miniStrieS19
dinner
hoStS

200
concert

goerS
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The	Men’s	Retreat	was	held	April	6	to	8,	2018	at	King’s	Fold	Retreat	
Centre.	 A	 dozen	 people	 came	 together	 to	 look	 at	 mindfulness	 
under	 the	 leadership	 of	 Jim	 Arthurs.	 It	 was	 an	 excellent	 retreat	
filled	with	great	conversation,	games	and	time	away.

The	Women’s	Retreat	was	held	October	27	 to	29,	2017	at	King’s	
Fold	 Retreat	 Centre.	 Fifteen	 women	 gathered	 for	 a	 weekend	 of	
reflecting	 on	 Canada	 through	 stories,	 songs,	 games,	 walks,	 and	
ending	with	a	moving	worship	experience	in	the	beautiful	chapel.	

We	explored	our	theme,	“Life,	Love	and	Faith	at	Canada	150”	in	our	forming,	our	present	experiences,	and	
in	our	hopes	and	dreams	for	what	is	yet	to	come.	Lori	Follis	helped	us	create	personal	mandalas	and	Carolyn	
Pogue	led	us	through	creative	writing	exercises.	We	were	grateful	for	their	leadership.	

Most	 importantly,	 this	
weekend	 provided	 time	
away from our busy 
schedules.	 We	 got	 to	
know	 each	 other	 better	
and	 welcome	 first-timers.	
Through	the	stories	shared	
we found some common 
ground,	made	connections,	
and nurtured new and 
old friendships. 

Women's Retreat 

Men's Retreat 

Retreats
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Board Report
steve Wigglesworth  |  Chair of the Board

It	has	been	a	year	of	change	at	Hillhurst	United	Church,	and	the	board	has	worked	hard	to	hear	the	voices 
of	congregants	and	respond	as	needed.

In	the	fall	of	2017	we	held	a	congregational	meeting	where	congregants	voted	to	end	the	pastoral		relationship	
with	Reverend	Danielle	Ayana	James.		In	the	spring	of	2018	we	wished	Lisa	Falkowsky	all	the	best	as	we	revised	
our	organizational	structure,	removing	the	role	of	Executive	Director	in	the	process.

It	has	been	clearly	communicated	that	our	board	needs	to	be	fiscally	responsible	and	prudent	in	spending.	
Through	the	support	of	many	donors	and	a	reorganization	of	our	staff,	we	have	been	able	to	move	from	a	
deficit	to	a	small	surplus.	We	continue	to	work	with	a	wide	variety	of	committees	to	determine	priorities,	and	
we	are	excited	to	be	in	a	positive	financial	position.

Hillhurst	is	an	ever	changing	and	exciting	place	to	be	and	is	always	open	to	hearing	the	passions	and	interests	
of	those	who	call	this	place	home.	Most	recently,	the	board	was	able	to	approve	financial	support	for	Thrive	
(the	young	adult	ministry),	and	the	Right	Relations	committee.

The	members	of	this	board	are	a	very	committed	and	caring	group	
of	individuals.	They	bring	a	wide	range	of	experiences	and	expertise	
to	 help	 guide	 the	 direction	 of	 the	 church.	 Every	member	 of	 the	
board	 brings	 a	 passion	 to	 support	 the	work	 of	 the	 church,	work	
with	staff	and	the	wider	community.	We	are	fortunate	to	have	this	
dedicated	group	of	individuals	helping	to	guide	the	church	forward.

It	has	been	a	privilege	to	serve	as	the	chair	of	the	board	this	year.	
As	I	will	be	stepping	down	at	the	end	of	June	2018,	I	wish	the	new	
board every success.

Special Thanks

r a d i c a l h o s p i ta l i t y  •  s p i r i t ua l i t y  •  s o c i a l j u st i c e  •  r i s k

a special thaNk-you to the Board 
members who served Hillhurst United 
Church this past year: 

steve Wigglesworth,	Chair
terry rock,	Past	Chair
Willow Brocke,	M&P
kelly osaka,	Secretary
diane hutchison,	Treasurer
jeannette carlson,	Member
sarah elliot,	Member
tim kitchen,	Member
anne kleffner,	Member
Gail Niinimaa,	Member
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diane hutchison  |  Treasurer
Finance Report

Total	contributions	grew	25%	year-over-year,	compared	to	a	budgeted	growth	target	of	10%.	This,	combined	
with	an	85%	increase	in	building	rental	income,	resulted	in	a	record	year	with	total	consolidated	revenue	of	
$981,000,	up	$190,000	(24%)	year-over-year.	

Meanwhile,	 the	 Board	 remained	 highly	 committed	 to	managing	 the	 expense	 side	 of	 the	 budget.	 Despite 
a	substantial	rise	in	building	maintenance	costs	in	2017	(35%	year-over-year),	we	made	significant	changes	in	
the	organizational	structure	to	reduce	payroll	costs,	which	represent	over	70%	of	total	operating	expenses. 
The	net	of	these	efforts	resulted	in	total	consolidated	expenses	of	$970,000,	only	7%	higher	than	in	2016.	

continued >

2017 was a formidable year for the church from a financial point of view. We started out with a projected 
operating Budget deficit of $114,000, and as the year progressed, we were trending to exceed that with an 
even greater deficit. remarkably, in december, the congregation answered “the call” and contributed 250% 
more than the average monthly amount between january and November last year. truly amazing! 

Thanks	to	these	incredible	contributions,	and	also	an	exceptional	donor	gift	of	$100,000	to	our	Major	Gifts	
&	Bequest	Fund,	we	ended	the	year	with	the	elimination	of	the	Operating	deficit	in	full,	and	a	significant	net	
contribution	to	our	“available	funds”	balance	of	$60,000	(a	52%	increase	year-over-year).	This	represents	a	
significant	 improvement	to	our	financial	situation,	reversing	the	trend	of	the	previous	two	years’	operating	
deficit	 positions	 and	 providing	 the	 Board	 with	 the	 opportunity	 to	 establish	 an	 Innovation	 Fund	 for	 new	
initiatives	that	support	our	core	value	of	risk-taking.	

Highlights

r a d i c a l h o s p i ta l i t y  •  s p i r i t ua l i t y  •  s o c i a l j u st i c e  •  r i s k
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Overall,	 the	 church’s	 financial	 position	 has	 regained	 strength	 with	 the	 “available	 funds”	 balance	 up	 from	
$114,000	in	2016	to	$174,000	in	2017.	The	church	ended	the	year	with	the	following	fund	balances:

uNrestricted fuNd
Operating:	 $400

iNterNally restricted fuNds
Major	Gifts	&	Bequest:	 $149,000
Innovation	Fund:	 $25,000	 (for	Right	Relations	Coordinator	&	Theologian	in	Residence)
Capital	Fund:	 $5,266,000

exterNally restricted fuNds
Capital	Fund:	 $364,000	 (for	Annex	Development)
Refugee	Fund:	 $43,000
 
The	continued	growth	and	success	of	Hillhurst	United	Church	depends	on	everyone’s	contributions,	whether	
these	are	financial	gifts	or	the	offering	of	time	and	talent.	The	Finance	Committee,	on	behalf	of	the	Board,	
expresses	gratitude	for	all	your	investments,	which	help	to	sustain	us	on	the	journey.

The	 Finance	 Committee	meets	monthly	 between	 September	 and	 June	 to	 review	 the	 financial	 results	 and	
monitor	expenses	 throughout	 the	 year.	 The	 committee	provides	 regular	financial	 reviews	and	guidance	 to	
the	 Board,	 provides	 information	 to	 support	 effective	 stewardship,	 and	 plays	 a	 key	 role	 in	 developing	 the	
annual	 budget.	 The	 committee	 is	 also	 responsible	 for	 overseeing	 compliance	 requirements	 of	 the	 church	
as	 a	 registered	 charity,	 insurance	 needs,	 cash	management	 and	 banking	 activities,	 short-term	 investment	 
decisions	and	other	fiduciary	responsibilities.

continued >

Finance Committee

r a d i c a l h o s p i ta l i t y  •  s p i r i t ua l i t y  •  s o c i a l j u st i c e  •  r i s k
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The	 Finance	 Committee	 has	 done	 significant	 work	 over	 the	 past	 year	 to	 develop	 new	 internal	 finance 
policies	 and	 revamp	 of	 our	 financial	 statements	 presentation	 to	 report	 in	 accordance	 with	 generally 
accepted	 standards	 for	 non-profit	 organizations.	 As	 part	 of	 this	 work,	 we	 elected	 to	 do	 a	 one-time 
revaluation	 of	 our	 land	 and	 building	 assets	 in	 2017,	 resulting	 in	 a	 net	 increase	 of	 $3.8	million	 in	 capital 
assets	 to	 reflect	 the	 fair	 value	 and	 deemed	 cost	 of	 these	 assets	 in	 our	 financial	 statements.	 With	 this 
adoption	of	the	new		accounting	standards,	we	have	established	a	capital	asset	policy	and	will	be	amortizing	
these	assets	annually	going	forward.	The	church	is	now	well	positioned	for	an	external	audit	review,	which 
will	soon	be	necessary	to	continue	to	support	growth.

a special thaNk-you	 to	 our	 Finance	 Committee	
members	 for	 all	 their	 hard	 work	 and	 fiduciary 
guidance	over	the	past	year:

diane hutchison,	Treasurer	and	Chair
catharine leung,	Committee	Member
Bridget foursha,	Committee	Member
alexis kroon,	Committee	Member
Nancy Watts,	Finance	Administrator

Special Thanks

r a d i c a l h o s p i ta l i t y  •  s p i r i t ua l i t y  •  s o c i a l j u st i c e  •  r i s k
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Operating 
Fund

Major Gifts 
& Bequest 

Fund
Innovation 

Fund Capital Fund
Refugee 

Fund 2017 2016
Current Assets:
Cash & Savings Accounts 214,949$      214,949$       104,270$        
Short-term Investments (Note 4) 368,445        368,445         423,266           
Accounts Receivable & Prepaids (Note 5) 10,108          10,108           20,490             
(Due to)/from Other Funds (Note 6) (580,843)      148,877        25,000          363,798        43,168          -                      -                        
Total Current Assets 12,659          148,877        25,000          363,798        43,168          593,502         548,026           
Property (Note 7) 5,266,000    5,266,000      1,457,647       
Total Assets 12,659$        148,877$     25,000$        5,629,798$  43,168$        5,859,502$   2,005,673$     
Liabilities:
Accounts Payable 7,570$          7,570$           7,735$             
Deferred Revenue 4,750            4,750              4,000               
Total Liabilities 12,320          -                     -                     -                     -                     12,320           11,735             
Net Assets:
Unrestricted Funds 339                339                 114,878           
Internally Restricted Funds 148,877        25,000          5,266,000    5,439,877      -                        
Externally Restricted Funds 363,798        43,168          406,966         421,413           
Total Net Assets 339                148,877        25,000          5,629,798    43,168          5,847,182      536,291           
Total Liabilities & Net Assets 12,659$        148,877$     25,000$        5,629,798$  43,168$        5,859,502$   548,026$        

Financial Statements
uNaudited BalaNce sheet

As	at	December	31,	2017

r a d i c a l h o s p i ta l i t y  •  s p i r i t ua l i t y  •  s o c i a l j u st i c e  •  r i s k
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Operating 
Fund

Major Gifts 
& Bequest 

Fund
Innovation 

Fund Capital Fund
Refugee 

Fund 2017 2016
Revenue:
Contributions 697,066$      100,000$      2,495$          799,561$       652,294$        
Rental Income 100,197        100,197         54,307             
Fundraising and Miscellaneous 33,283          33,283           31,480             
Grants 32,440          32,440           32,590             
Program &  Ministries (Note 8) 10,062          10,062           14,207             
Investment Income 5,179            5,179              5,999               
Total Revenue 878,227$     100,000$     -$                   -$                   2,495$          980,722$       790,877$        
Expenses:
Salaries, Wages and Benefits 704,767$      704,767$       689,685$        
Building Operations 111,160        111,160         82,302             
General and Administrative 69,225          69,225           69,671             
Amortization 34,000          34,000           -                        
UCC Presbytery and Conference Fees 27,680          27,680           24,461             
Refugee Program Expenses 16,943          16,943           31,032             
Fundraising and Miscellaneous 6,057            6,057              5,892               
Total Expenses 918,889$     -$                   -$                   34,000$        16,943$        969,832$       903,043$        
Excess/(Deficiency) of Revenue over Expenses (40,662)$      100,000$     -$                   (34,000)$      (14,448)$      10,890$         (112,166)$       

EXTERNALLY RESTRICTED

Operating 
Fund

 Major Gifts 
& Bequest 

Fund 
 Innovation 

Fund  Capital Fund  Capital Fund 
 Refugee 

Fund 

Closing Fund Balance, December 31, 2016 (Note 13) 4,501$          110,377$     -$                   1,457,647$  363,798$     57,616$         
Non-Cash Adjustments for Capital Assets:
Increase to Net Assets from Valuation (Note 14) 3,842,353    
Adjusted Opening Balance, January 1, 2017 4,501            110,377        -                     5,300,000    363,798        57,616           
Excess/(Deficiency) of Revenue over Expenses (40,662)         100,000        (34,000)         (14,448)          
Transfers (Note 9) 36,500          (61,500)         25,000          
Closing Fund Balance, December 31, 2017 339$             148,877$     25,000$        5,266,000$  363,798$     43,168$         

INTERNALLY RESTRICTEDUNRESTRICTED

uNaudited stateMeNt of operatioNs
For	the	Year	Ending	December	31,	2017

uNaudited stateMeNt of chaNGes iN Net assets
For	the	Year	Ending	December	31,	2017
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