
TO: BOARD, HILLHURST UNITED CHURCH 

FROM: REFUGEE MINISTRY TEAM 

DATE: October, 2015 

The HCU Refugee Ministry Team (RMT) has met for an Interfaith Vigil, an exploratory meeting, 
and an organizational meeting of persons interested in carrying work with refugees further.  
We also support the Refugee Walk and expect to support other endeavours to help refugees, 
both at HUC and through other partners in the community..   

We have met prayerfully in awareness of HUC’s goals of Spirituality, Social Justice and Radical 
Hospitality with the admonition that in taking in the stranger, we bring the light of the Holy 
One into our midst.  We recognize the immense need of an almost unprecedented number of 
people to find refuge.  We see this as a call and are compelled to answer.  We will continue to 
seek clarity as to what our best role would be and with whom we may wish to partner. 

One way we may be called to help is to sponsor refugees and support them through the 
church.  There is assistance for this.  The United Church of Canada is a Sponsorship Agreement 
Holder (SAH).  This means that the UCC would hold ultimate liability should problems beyond 
the congregation’s ability to manage arise.  HUC would be a Constituent Group (CG) under the 
UCC’s mandate and responsible for the actual settlement work. 

Should we go forward, we would sponsor refugees under the Blended Visa Office Referred 
(BVOR) initiative.  With this program, the Government of Canada cover sponsorship expenses 
of the refugees for the first six months, and the CG (eg HUC) for the next six months.  The 
estimated cost is around $30,000.00 for a family for a year, depending on the size of the 
family.  There is also sponsorship for LGBT people who are severely persecuted, as are 
religious minorities. 

Besides money, the congregation, specifically the RMT, would support the newcomers for the 
whole year by finding housing, meeting with them to help them orient to life in Canada, 
access services and cope with bureaucracy.  Most important would be to make them feel 
welcome as they struggle with their past and current situation.  We hope that other members 
of the congregation would be moved to lend a welcome hand. 

To go forward, we request the Board to make a formal motion to affirm Hillhurst United 
Church becoming a Constituent Group of the United Church of Canada (Sponsorship 
Agreement Holder). 

We welcome any questions or discussion you may have.  Thank you for your attention to this 
matter. 

The HUC Refugee Ministry Team 


