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CALGARY - What happens when a straight fundamentalist lives the label of gay for a year?

That’s the intriguing question raised by Timothy Kurek who wrote a book on the topic, The Cross in

the Closet, and will be in Calgary to share his story.

Kurek, of Portland, Oregon, will make his Canadian debut at Hillhurst United Church April 11 at 7:30

p.m. with his talk entitled Jesus in Drag: My year with the label of Gay.

“We are constantly looking for new ways to invite people to think about others with more compassion

and to embrace diversity in ways they may not have thought were possible,” says Pam Rocker,

affirming and creative coordinator at Hillhurst United Church. “Tim’s story is such an unique

opportunity for all of us to hear what it was like for someone to go undercover to try to understand

what it may have felt like to be on the outside and exiled from the people and organizations that mean
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the most to you.

“Being rejected for something that you cannot change, like your sexuality, is a reality that most people

can’t begin to comprehend, and it’s amazing what truly putting yourself in another’s shoes can do to

the beliefs that you once thought paramount to everything else. The kind of spiritual rejection that Tim

went through, happens every day, to people who live in that reality for their whole lives. But it’s really

powerful for someone who went to drastic measures in an effort to connect better with those who are

oppressed to speak about how transformative it was. We hope that everyone who hasn’t experienced

marginalization in this way will open their hearts to this story, and that those who have and are dealing

with rejection will be encouraged that there are allies, gay and straight alike, who will advocate for

them.”

Kurek was raised in a strict, conservative Christian denomination in Nashville and was taught that

homosexuality is a sin and something to be hated. But Kurek met a friend who was gay and his whole

life changed on hearing how she had been disowned by her family and kicked out of her faith

community.

Kurek, who is not gay, decided to come out as a gay man to everyone in his life, and to see for

himself how the label of gay would impact his life.

“If people take anything away from my experiences, my book, or my upcoming talks in Calgary, it is

that all life is precious and the issue of equality is much more than politics,” says Kurek. “It’s about the

people. It’s about God’s children being treated as less valuable and less loved because of a label.

And I hope my story gives hope to those too fearful of coming out of the closet and claiming their true

identities. Christian and gay are not mutually exclusive terms. God fiercely loves us all.”

The event is part of Hillhurst United’s Affirming weekend - the 5th anniversary of their decision to

become a fully inclusive faith community.

The event is co-presented with Red Deer Lake United Church.

Tickets are $10 at the door.
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